


































4.52 Mansa-do Pel-tao Imetaol Pe2- 'ia- 'ira Imo' ia/ i.Jldi'ai. 
directly-DU3.A VC RC-marry INT-reside-DU3.A VC LP-here 
After they married, they lived here. 

6 1  

Finally, the members of this pronominal set occur o n  two or more V-bases prefixed by 
kOl- + BR2- and suffixed by -mo to form a construction meaning 'the more PRST4 (first 
verb)-ed, the more PRST4 (second verb)-ed' .  For example: ' 

4 .53 K01-BR2-1agkai-no-mo lkolaIJkalaIJkainomol 
ME-IS-big-SG3.SB-EM.NF 

ko 1-BR2-tekosi-no-mo Ikotekotekosinomol. 
ME-IS-beautiful-SG3.SB-EM.NF 
The bigger she grew, the more beautiful she became. 

The different functions of the PRST4 suffixes demonstrate one of the ambiguous areas 
between the verb and noun in Mori. As stated earlier (see section 3 , 1 .2), the Mori V -base can 
function as a noun, a verb, an adverb or an adjective. Because a nominal predicate can be 
inflected in the same manner as a verbal predicate, it is impossible to determine whether a 
PRST4 suffix on a passive V-base is functioning as a verb or a noun. Thus, example 4.49 
can be interpreted either as 'a chicken was given by the elders' or 'a chicken was that which 
was given by the elders ' .  

4.3.4.5 PRONOMINAL SET 5 

The fifth set of pronominal markers are a set of prefixes that mark the predicator for the 
imperative mood. It is a set of subject markers, referred to as Pronominal Set 5 (PRST5). 
The prefixes of PRST5 are identical to those of PRST l except that the imperative second 
person singular prefix is 0- instead of U-. Like any other pronominal prefix or infix, this 0-
morpheme triggers Mp 1 6  so that the morphophoneme IIP// becomes Ip/. (See Chart 4.5 and 
the following examples,) 

ku- SG l .IT 
0- SG2.IT 
1- SG3 . IT 

CHART 4.5: PRONOMINAL SET 5 

to- DU 1 INC.IT, PL l INC.IT ki- DU lEXC.IT, PL l EXC.IT 
1 - SG2R.IT, DU2.IT, PL2.IT 
do- SB3RIT, DU3.IT, PL3.IT 

4.54 0-Pekule Ipekule/! 
SG2.IT -go.home 
Go home ! 

4.55 I-PolJ-kaa-mo /ipoI)kaamol! 
DU2RIT-eat-EM.NF 
Please eat! 

4 .56 I-um2-rako-ko /irakoko/ buaea! 
SG3.IT -catch-SG2.DO crocodile 
May a crocodile catch you ! 
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The first and third person imperative prefixes are used in curses or blessings, such as 
irakoko 'may it catch you' in the last example. They produce commands that the subject may 
undergo the action of the verb in the future. 

4.3.4.6 NEW INFORMATION, NON-FUTURE TENSE AND THE PRONOMINAL MARKERS 

Non-future tense is marked by the absence of a future personal pronoun and the 
constituent of a clause that is the new information marked by the presence or absence of a 
PRST l or PRST2 affix. If the subject is the new information of a sentence, then the subject 
is not marked on the predicator with a pronominal affix.  However, the presence of a subject 
NP or an independent personal pronoun representing the subject is obligatory in such a 
clause. If an adjunct or an object is the new information, then the subject is marked on the 
predicator with a PRST l prefix. If the predicator is the new information and it is not marked 
with a pronominal suffix referring to an object, then the subject is marked on the predicator 
with a PRST2 suffix. If the predicator is the new information and it is marked with an object 
suffix, then the subject is marked on the predicator with a PRST l suffix.  This paradigm is 
demonstrated in Chart 4.6. 

CHART 4.6: NEW INFORMATION AND NON-FUTURE TENSE 

New information Subject affix Presence of object suffix 
Subject unmarked +1-
Adjunct/Object PRST l +1-
Predicator PR.ST2 -
Predicator PRST l + 

Examples of the subject, predicate and an adjunct as the new information of a non-future 
sentence are shown in examples 4.57, 4.58 and 4.59, respectively. 

SB .NI 4.57 ondae meN-umj-lako Imelakol ndiawi. 
PL3 PL-INT-go yesterday 
They (were the ones that) went yesterday. (ondae = new information) 

PD.NI 4.58 MeN-umj-lako- 'ira Imelako' iral ndiawi mia. 
PL-INT-go-PL3.SB yesterday people 
The people went yesterday. (melako 'ira [ndiawll = new information) 

AJ.NI 4.59 nDiawi do-meN-umj-lako Idomelakol mia. 
yesterday PL3 .SB-PL-INT-go people 
Yesterday (was when) the people went. (ndiawi = yesterday) 

Syntax also plays a role in marking a clause for new information. In a clause in which the 
subject is the new information, the subject comes first followed by the predicate. In a clause 
in which the predicate is the new information, the predicate usually comes first followed by 
the subject. Occasionally, in a clause with a subject, a monovalent predicator, and an 
adverbial phrase, the verb comes first, followed by the subject, and then by the adverbial 
phrase. In a clause in which an adjunct is the new information, either the adjunct comes first 
followed by the verb or the verb comes first followed by the adjunct. 
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4.3 .4.7 NEW INFORMATION, FUTURE TENSE AND THE PRONOMINAL MARKERS 

As stated earlier (see section 3.3 . l .6), future tense is marked by the presence of a future 
personal pronoun. These pronouns also serve to mark one of the constituents of the sentence 
as new information. If the subject is the new information of a sentence, then a future 
pronoun, which always refers to the subject, is inserted before the predicator. An obligatory 
subject NP or independent personal pronoun is, in turn, inserted before the future pronoun. 
If the predicator is the new information, then again a future pronoun is inserted before the 
predicator. In this case, either the subject NP may be deleted, or it may occur before or after 
the predicator or after the entire predicate. If an object or an adjunct is the new information, 
then future tense is unmarked. ·The subject is marked with a PR.ST! prefix just as it is with 
non-future tense, and the subject NP is usually deleted or occurs after the predicate. This 
paradigm is demonstrated in Chart 4.7. 

CHART 4.7: NEW INFORMATION AND FUTURE TENSE 

New information Subject NP Future pronoun Other subject affix 
Subject obligatory + 0 
Predicator optional + 0 
Adjunct/Object optional - PR.ST I 

Examples of the subject, the predicator, and an adjunct as the new information in the 
sentence with future tense are shown in examples 4.60, 4 .61  and 4.62, respectively. 

SB .NI 4 .60 ondae ira meN-umJ-Iako Imelakol tisomo. 
PL3 PL3 .F PL-INT-go tomorrow 
They (will be the ones who) will go tomorrow. (oJldae = new information) 

PD.NI 4.6 1 Ira meN-umJ-lako Imelakol tisomo. 
SG l .F PL-INT-go tomorrow 
They will go tomorrow. (ira melako [tisomo] = new information) 

AJ.NI 4.62 Tisomo do-meN-umJ-lako Idomelakol mia. 
tomorrow PL3.SB-PL-INT-go people 
Tomorrow (is when) the people will go. (tisomo = new information) 

The syntactic patterns of clauses marked for future tense are the same as those marked for 
non-future. 

4.3.4.8 NEW INFORMATION, TRANSITIVITY � THE PRONOMINAL MARKERS 

There are two transitive affixes in Mori, PoN- and -um2-, and one passive infix, -in- (see 
sections 5 . 13 - 14, 7.2.2.3). These three affixes are used interchangeably on all V -stems that 
occur as transitive verbs except for a closed set of V-roots that occur only with PoN- (see 
section 5 . 1 3) .  

PoN- marks the verb for either a generalised object or a generalised action that is often 
habitual. Neither the direct object nor an indirect object introduced by the suffix -ako is 
marked on a PoN-verb by a pronominal suffix. Examples of the inflection on a PoN-verb 
are: 
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SB .NI  4.63 01)kue PoN-baba ImobabaJ nana 'ote. 
SG 1 G.TR-carry.in.a.sarong child 
I (was the one that) carried a child in a sarong. (ol)kue = new information) 

PD.NI 4.64 PoN-baba-ako- 'aku Imobabaako' akul lemba nana 'ote. 
G.TR-carry.in.a.sarong-IO-SG l .SB dress child 
I carried a child using a dress as a sling. (mobabaako 'aku [lemba] = new 
information) 

AJ .NI 4.65 Lemba ku-PoN-baba-ako /kupobabaakol nana 'ote. 
dress SG l .SB-G.TR-carry.in.a.sarong-IO child 
I used a dress as a sling to carry a child. (lemba = new information) 

AJ.NI 4.66 Nana 'ote ku-PoN-baba-ako /kupobabaakol lemba. 
child SG l .SB-G.TR-carry.in.a.sarong-IO dress 
I used a dress as a sling to carry a child. (nana ' ote = new information) 

The suffixes of PRST3 can occur on such a verb, however, when the indirect object is a 
beneficiary. For example: 

AJ .NI 4.67 Ku-PoN-baba-akono /kupobabaakonol i Sia nana 'ote. 
SG l .SB-G.TR-carry .in.a.sarong-SG3.IO PNM PN child 
I carried a child in a sarong for Sia. (i Sia = new information) 

The infix -um2- marks the verb for either a specific action or a specific object. Whenever 
- um2- occurs on a transitive stem, then either a direct or indirect object must be marked on 
the verb by a pronominal suffix. If a predicate only has a direct object, then the direct object 
is marked on the -um2-verb with a PRST2 suffix.  If it has a direct object and an indirect 
object, then the indirect object is marked on the verb with a PRST3 suffix. For example: 

S B .N I  4.68 I Ali-um2-andu-o lumanduol ana-ku. 
PNM PN-SP.TR-massage-SG3.DO child-SG l .PS 
Ali (was the one who) massaged my child. (i Ali = new information) 

PD.NI 4.69 I-um2- 'andu-o li' anduol ana-ku i Ali. 
or SG l .SB-SP.TR-massage-SG3.DO child-SG l .PS PNM PN 
AJ.NI Ali massaged my child. (i 'anduo [ana-ku] or ana-ku = new information) 

PD.NI 4.70 I-um2- 'andu-akono li'anduakonol lana ana-ku (i Ali). 1 8 

or SG3 .SB-SP.TR-massage-SG3.IO oil child-SG l .PS PNM PN 
AJ.NI He (Ali) used oil when he massaged my child. (i 'anduakono [lana] or lana = 

new information) 

PD.NI 4.7 1 I-um2- 'andu-akono li'anduakonol ana-ku lana (i Ali). 
or SG3.SB-SP.TR-massage-SG3 .IO child-SG l .PS oil PNM PN 
AJ.NI He (Ali) massaged my child with oil. (i'anduakono or anaku = new 

information) 

As these examples show, when the verb is infixed by - um2- there is no grammatical 
differentiation marked for PD.NI or AJ.NI. In the spoken language, however, the verb is 
emphasised in PD.NI and the adjunct is emphasised in AJ.NI. The presence or absence of 
pronominal object suffixes on transitive verbs is shown in Chart 4.8. 

1 8 In such a sentence. i Ali would probably be old infonnation and therefore understood. 
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CHART 4.8:  VERB INFLECTION FOR AN OBJECT 

Transitive Indirect object Direct object 
affix Indirect object Direct object suffix suffix 
PoN- +/- + unmarked, except unmarked 

PR.ST3 = beneficiary 
-um2- - + n/a PR.ST2 
- um2- + + PR.ST3 (only 'ira) 

The infix -in- marks the verb for passive voice and produces a monovalent predicator. For 
example: 

SB .NI  4.72 Ana-ku in-andu. 
child-SG l .PS PSS-massage 
My child (was the one who) was massaged. 

PD.NI 4.73 In-andu-o-mo ana-ku. 
PSS-massage-SG3.SB-NF.EM child-SG l .PS 
My child has (already) been massaged. 

AJ.NI 4.74 Hieno i- 'in-andu ana-ku. 
earlier SG3 .SB-PSS-massage child-SG l .PS 
Earlier my child was massaged. 

As mentioned earlier (see section 4.3 .4.4), the agent can be marked on a passive V -base 
by a suffix from PR.ST4 (see Chart 4.4). For example: 

SB .NI 4.75 Ana-ku in-andu-no i Ali. 

4.4 CASE 

child-SG l .PS PSS-massage-SG3.PS PNM PN 
My child (was the one who) was massaged by Ali. 

Case is defined here as the different relationships that the NPs of a clause, including the 
NPs of locative phrases, have to the predicator. It is analysed on two levels. Firstly, case 
refers to the grammatical functions of the NPs, which are language specific to Mori and 
marked by inflection on the predicate and by syntax. Secondly, it refers to their semantic 
functions, which are a set of situational roles. 

4.4. 1 GRAMMATICAL FUNCTIONS OF CASE 

The NPs in Mori may take one of four grammatical roles: ( 1 )  nominative case (NC), 
which refers to the subject; (2) accusative case (AC), which refers to the direct object, that is, 
the referent that receives the action of the verb; (3) dative case (DC), which refers to an 
indirect object, that is, the referent that is the beneficiary or the instrument of the action/state, 
the location in which the action/state is occurring, to which it is going, or from which it is 
coming; and (4) locative case (LC), which refers to the object of a prepositional phrase 
prefixed by the locative prefixes aN-, i- or ndi. These grammatical cases are demonstrated in 
the following example: 
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4.76 {ISia}Nc-um2-tunu-ako 'ira Itumunuako' iral {ine-nolDc 
PNMPN-SP.TR-roast-SG3R.IO mother-3SG.PS 

{kopiJAc {i- 'awu1Lc. 
coffee (beans) LP-kitchen 
Sia roasted coffee (beans) for her mother in the kitchen. 

4.4.2 SEMANTIC FUNCTIONS OF CASE 

There are eight semantic relations that the NPs of a simple sentence in Mori can have with 
the predicator: (1) agentive (AG), in which the NP is the agent; (2) objective (OC), in which 
the NP is a patient; (3) benefactive (BC), in which the NP is a beneficiary; (4) instrumental 
(IC), in which the NP is an instrument; (5) locative semantic (LS), in which the NP is a 
location; (6) experiential (EP), in which the NP is the experiencer; (7) associative (AS), in 
which the NP is an associate; and (8) complementing (CC), in which the NP is a 
complement. 

The agentive case occurs with action verbs, in which an action is performed, or with 
action-process verbs, in which a state or process is produced. This case indicates an agent, 
which performs or produces such an action or state. An agent may be a person, animal, or 
thing that can perform an action by its own internal power. For example: 

4 .77 {O haki}AG PON-Pe2-pate Imompepatel {hadio mia}oc. 
CN disease G.TR-CA-die many person 
The disease killed many people. 

The objective case occurs with verbs that describe states, actions, action-processes and 
experiences. It indicates a patient, which receives the action of the verb or is identified with 
the state of the verb. Examples of this case are shown above in example 4.77 and below in 
examples 4.78 and 4.79. 

4.78 {Radio mia}oc-in-Pe2-pate Ipinepate/. 
many person-PSS-CA-die 
Many people were killed. 

4.79 I-um2-to'ori-o lito 'orio! {i AlilEP {mia arauloc. 
SG3.SB-SP.TR-know-SG3.DO PNM PN person that 
Ali knows that person. 

The benefactive case occurs with any type of verb. It indicates a beneficiary, for whose 
benefit an action is performed or for the benefit of which a state exists. For example: 

4.80 {KU}AG-PoN-buri-akono /kupoburiakonol {uai-ku}BC 
SG I .SB-G.TR-write-SG3.IO younger.sibling-SG I .PS 

{ wuntaloc· 
letter 
I write letters for my younger brother. 

The instrumental case occurs with any type of verb. It indicates an instrument, which is a 
person, object, force or idea used to perform an action or cause a state or event. An 
instrument so defined is to be understood in its broadest sense, which includes persons, 
concrete objects and abstract ideas, which are usually referred to as reasons. For example: 



4. 8 1  PoN- 'andu-ako-{ o/AG Imo'anduakol {lanahe. 
G.TR-massage-IO-SG3.SB oil 
She massages with oil. 

4 .82 Ma-N-haki-ako-{ O}EP Imahakiakol {piho-nohe. 
IS-sickness-IO-SG3.SB boil-SG3 .PS 
She is sick because of her boil. 
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The locative case, which indicates a semantic function, occurs with any type of predicator. 
This semantic case should be distinguished from the locative grammatical case, which was 
discussed in section 4.4. 1 .  This locative semantic case indicates a 'location' ,  which may be a 
position where the action or state of the predicator occurs, a time at which it occurs, a goal to 
which it is directed, or a source from which it comes. For example: 

4 .83 {Ku/AG-um2- 'oliwi-akono Iku'oliwiakonol {i SialLs { wunta}oe· 
SG l .SB-SP.TR-send-SG3 .IO PNM PN letter 
I sent Sia a letter. 

The experiential case occurs on verbs that describe states or experiences. It indicates an 
experiencer that experiences the state or the process of such verbs. For example: 

4.84 PoN-kita-o ImoIJkitai {mia Po-dero Imoderol }oe 
G.TR-see-SG3.SB person ethnic.dance 

{ uai-ku}EP· 
younger.sibling-SG 1 .PS 
My younger brother saw some people dancing the 'modero' . 

The associative case occurs on verbs that are semantically or syntactically linked to an 
associate. An associate is an NP which is somehow associated in a parallel way with another 
referent in the action or state of the verb. For example: 

4.85 {Guru}AG ta PoN-Pe2-roua-ako lmomperoIJaakol {nana 'ote/As 
teacher SG3.F G.TR-CA-together-IO child 

-umJ-lako /lumakol i-Dale. 
INT-go LP-PN 
The teacher will accompany the children going to Dale. 

The complementing case occurs with predicators that indicate an action or state that is able 
to be completed or more narrowly defined. This case indicates a complement, which 
completes or specifies more narrowly the meaning of the predicator. For example: 

4 .86 { O  beine}AG PoN-nani Imonanil {pe-nani Mori}ee. 
CN woman G.TR-sing NM-sing PN 
The women were singing Mori songs. 

4 .87 {Sorodadu}PD {onae}ee. 
soldier SG3 
He is a soldier. 



CHAPTER 5 

VERB MORPHOLOGY: THE VERB ROOT 

The verb root (V-root) is the monomorphemic part of the verb that carries the basic 
meaning of the verb. The V -root consists of a minimum of two syllables and a maximum of 
five syllables, of which a sequence of CV forms the first syllable and a sequence of (N)(C)V 
forms the following syllables, for example, CV(N)(C)V. Examples of V-roots are as 
follows: doito 'afraid' ; - 'ia 'reside ' ;  -tulaga 'boil vigorously' ;  -kuu 'dive' . 

As discussed in section 3. 1 .2, almost all V -roots may occur as a V -base either unaffixed 
with the application of the vowel-lengthening rule Mp5, prefixed with monosyllabic 
reduplication, or prefixed or infixed with one of the following verb prefixes, infixes or 
complex morphemes: ko}-, mo-, ma-, me-, mo-ko}-, te-, Pe ]-, Pe2-, Pe2-N-, -um}-, PoN­
and -um2-. These prefixes, infixes and complex morphemes are referred to as the 
fundamental verb affixes (FV -affixes). They mark the V -base as a state or an action and 
indicate the semantic case of the subject NP and the object NP, when it occurs. Depending 
upon the particular FV-affix, these affixes may also mark the V-base for voice, transitivity 
and/or mode. 

The V-roots are divided into fifteen classes (see Chart 5 . 1 ) . Fourteen of the classes are 
established by the capacity of the V -roots to occur unaffixed or with one of the FV -affixes 
listed above. The fifteenth class consists of the few V -roots that only occur with 
miscellaneous derivational affixes. 

All of the V-bases formed by V-roots and their class affix(es) are referred to as 
fundamental verb bases (FV-bases). Together they form a basic set of V-bases from which 
other V-bases are derived. (See Chapter 7.) 

5 . 1  V-ROOT CLASS 1 :  V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR UNAFFIXED 

V -root Class 1 consists of all V -roots that occur as complete verbs without any affixation. 
The members of this unmarked V -root class always indicate a state or process. For example: 

5 . 1  Lagkai-o Ila1Jkaii ntu 'u ana-no. 
big-SG3.SB very child-SG3.PS 
His child is very big. 

5 . 2  l':!asa-o Iuaasa/. 
panting-SG3.SB 
She was panting. 
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CHART 5. 1 :  VERB ROOT CLASSES 

State or Meaning of affix: 
Class Affix action Voice Transitivity Semantic case Mode Class meaning of root 
1 none S -- -- -- -- state/process 
2 MR S -- -- -- continuative sound/shape 
3 ko]- S -- -- objective measurative measurement 

cardinal number 
4 mo- S -- -- objective simple quality qualities 

intrinsic 
5 ma- S -- -- objective intense intense qualities 
6 me- S -- -- objective simple quality qualities/states 

acquired 
7 mo-ko]- S -- -- objective observational physical sensations 
8 te- A -- de-emphasised objective -- action, action-process 

unintended 
9 Pe]- A -- de-emphasised objective -- action, action-process 

reflexive objective/agentive --
reciprocal objective/agentive --

10 Pez- A -- simple intransitive agentive -- action, action-process 
antipassive agentive . 

--
experiential experiential -- experiential state or process 

1 1  Pez-N- A -- simple intransitive agentive directional action 
antipassive 

1 2  -um]- A -- simple intransitive agentive -- enduring acts/sounds 
1 3  PoN- A active general transitive agentive -- action, action-process 
14  PoN- A active general transitive agentive -- action, experiential state 

or process 
-umz- A active specific transitive agentive -- action, experiential state 

or process 
-in- A passive passive objective -- action, experiential state 

or process 
1 5  DV-affIx miscellaneous 
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5.2 V-ROOT CLASS 2: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH MONOSYLLABIC REDUPLICATION 

V -root Class 2 consists of a set of V -roots that occur as complete verbs only when 
prefixed by monosyllabic reduplication. The members of this class describe �tates or 
processes involving sounds or shapes. MR marks the root for the continuative mode (CT), in 
which the feature described in the V -root is repeated again and again. MR does not mark the 
V -root for semantic case. However, because this class of V -roots describes only states and 
processes, the subject NP is always in the objective semantic case. For example: 

5 . 3  MR-mburu-o Imbumburul api. 
CT-crackling-SG3.SB fire 
The fire was crackling. 

5 .4 MR-puruku-o Ipupurukul wuu-no. 
CT-kinky-SG3.SB hair-SG3.PS 
Her hair was kinky. 

5.3 V-ROOT CLASS 3: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH kOJ -

V -root Class 3 consists of V -roots that occur as complete verbs only when prefixed by 
kOJ-. The V-roots of this class all describe measurements. KOJ- marks the V-root for having 
a subject in the objective semantic case and for either the generalised measurative mode (ME) 
that describes a state in which something such as size or distance is measured or the more 
specific cardinal number mode (CR), which marks a numerical root as a cardinal number. 

This prefix has two allomorphs: ko- and 0-, both of which are conditioned by the 
particular V -roots with which they occur. For example: 

5 . 5  KOJ-dei-o /kodeil lahi raha-no. 
ME-small-SG3.SB too. much house-SG3 .PS 
His house is too small. 

5 . 6  KOJ-paa-ira lopaa' iral l9 ana-no. 
CR-four-PL3.SB child-SG3.PS 
She had four children (lit. her children are four). 

5 . 7  Da kOj-lai-o lolail mia-mami. 
still ME-far-SG3.SB village-PL l EXC.PS 
Our village was still far away. 

5 .4 V-ROOT CLASS 4: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH mo-

V -root Class 4 consists of V -roots that occur as V -bases only when prefixed by mo-. The 
V -roots of this class all describe qualities. Mo- marks the V -root for having a subject in the 
objective semantic case. It also marks the V-roots for either simple quality mode (QL) or 
intrinsic mode (IR). Simple quality mode describes a state that is a quality, and intrinsic 
mode describes a state that occurs naturally or intrinsically. For example: 

1 9  The plural prefix meN- is not used in this example because of the homogeneity of the referent of the 
subject. 



5 .8  

5 .9  

Mo-rawo-o Imorawol 
QL-blind-SG3.SB 
That person is blind. 

mia arau. 
person that 

Mo-pa 'i-o Imopa'il ntu 'u pakuli 
IR-bitter-SG3.SB very medicine 
This medicine is very bitter. 

andio. 
this 

7 1  

At this level of the FV -bases, the distinction between simple quality mode and intrinsic 
mode seems arbitrary. However, when this same prefix is applied to derived verb stems in 
Chapter 7, the ambiguities between these two modes will be clarified. 

5.5 V-ROOT CLASS 5: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH ma-

V -root Class 5 consists of V -roots that occur as V -bases only when prefixed by ma-. The 
V -roots of this class all describe qualities that naturally occur with a degree of intensity. Ma­
marks the V -roots for the intense mode (IS), which describes an action or state that occurs to 
a degree greater than normal. It also marks the V -root for having a subject in the objective 
semantic case. For example: 

5 . 1 0  Napoi-ma-nasa Inapimanasa/ lahi pe-tao-a. 
not.yet SG3.SB-IS-definite very NM-marry-NM 
The wedding is not very definite yet. 

5 . 1 1  Ma-pari- 'aku ntu 'u. 
IS-hurried-SG 1 .SB very 
I was really in a hurry. 

5.6 V-ROOT CLASS 6: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH me-

V -root Class 6 consists of V -roots that occur as V -bases only when prefixed by me-. The 
V -roots of this class describe qualities or states. Me- marks the V -root for either simple 
quality mode or acquired mode (AQ), which describes a state that is acquired. It also marks 
the V-root for having a subject in the objective semantic case. For example: 

5 . 1 2  Me-kom be-o Imekombel beine atuu. 
AQ-insane-SG3.SB woman that 
That woman is insane. 

5 . 1 3  Me-roku-o Imerokul pe-nani-no. 
AQ-forceful-SG3.SB NM-sing-SG3.PS 
His song was loud. 

5.7 V-ROOT CLASS 7: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH mo-koJ-

V-root Class 7 consists of V-roots that occur with the complex morpheme mo-koJ-. The 
V -roots of the class describe physical sensations. Mo-ko J - marks the V -root for the 
observational mode (OB), which describes a state that is observed or perceived by either 
intuition, internal feeling, the senses or the intellect. It also marks the V -root for having a 
subject in the objective semantic case. For example: 
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5 . 1 4  Mo-koj-niIJgo- 'aku. 
OB-hungry-SG 1 .SB 
I 'm hungry. 

5 . 1 5  Mo-koj-rara-ko. 
OB-hot.from.the.heat.of.a.fire-SG2.SB 
You're hot (from the heat of a fIre). 

5.8 V-ROOT CLASS 8: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH te-

V-root Class 8 consists of a set of V-roots that occur as V-bases only when prefIxed by 
te-. The V -roots of this class describe actions or action-processes. Te- marks the V -root as 
de-emphasised (DE), in which the referent of the subject is the patient of the action and the 
agent is unknown or insignificant. It also marks all of the V -roots for having the subject in 
the objective semantic case, and some of the V-roots for being in the unintended mode 
(UID), in which the action of the verb is caused unintentionally. For example: 

5 . 1 6  Te-donta- ' aku. 
UID-fall-SG 1 .SB 
I fell down. 

5. 1 7  Te-nono-o Itenonol uwoi. 
DE-recede-SG3.SB water 
The water (e.g. of a river) receded. 

5 . 1 8  Te-kuda-o Itekudal ama-no. 
DE-angry-SG3.SB father-SG3.PS 
His father was angry. 

Example 5 . 1 8  reflects a bias of the language, in which a referent that executes an action 
without total control is viewed as the patient of the action and the action as de-emphasised 
(see section 7.2.2.3). 

5.9 V-ROOT CLASS 9: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH Pej -

V -root Class 9 consists of a set of V -roots that only occur as V -bases when prefixed by 
Pej- and that describe actions or state-processes. The prefIx Pej- marks the V -roots either as 
a de-emphasised action with the subject in the objective semantic case, or as a reflexive (RF) 
or reciprocal (RC) action with the subject in both the agentive and the objective semantic 
case. For example: 

5 . 1 9  Pej-baba-o Imebabal uai-no. 
DE-carry.in.a.sarong-SG3.SB younger.sibling-SG3.PS 
His younger brother was being carried in a sarong. 

5 . 20 MeN-Pej-dolo- 'ira Impedolo' iral aN-korono laukoronol. 
PL-RF-bathe-PL3.SB LP-river 
They bathed (themselves) in the river. 

5 .2 1 MeN-Pej-dulu-kami Impedulukarnil meN-PoN- 'ese Impo'ese/. 
PL-RC-exchange-PL lEXC.SB PL-G. TR -cut.grass 
We took turns cutting grass for each other. 
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In example 5. 1 9, Pe1- marles the V-roots -baba 'to carry in a sarong' as de-emphasised 
intransitive, in which the subject is the patient and the agent is de-emphasised. In example 
5.20, Pe1- marks the V-root -dolo 'to bathe' as reflexive, in which each member of a plural 
subject performs the action of the V -root for himself or herself and the subject is both the 
agent and the patient of the action. In example 5.2 1 ,  Pe1 - marks the V-root -dulu ' to 
exchange' as reciprocal, in which the members of a plural subject perform the action of the 
V -root for each other and the subject is again the agent and the patient of the action. 

Occasionally V -roots of this class may be classified as either de-emphasised intransitive or 
reciprocal depending upon whether they occur with an inanimate or animate subject. For 
example: 

5 .22 Pe1-saio-o Imesalol inahu. 
DE-mix-SG3.SB vegetable 
The vegetables were mixed (with each other). 

5 .23 MeN-Pej-salo- 'ira Impesalo'iral mia. 
PL-RC-mix-PL3.SB person 
The people were mixing with each other. 

5. 10  V-ROOT CLASS 10: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH Pe2-

V -root Class 10  consists of V -roots that only occur as V -bases when prefixed by Pe2- and 
that describe actions, state-processes, experiential processes or experiential states. The prefix 
Pe2- marks the V-roots as actions that are ( 1 )  simple intransitive (INT), in which the referent 
of the subject produces an action that cannot have a patient, (2) antipassive (AN), in which 
the referent of the subject produces the action and the semantic patient occurs grammatically 
in the locative case, or (3) experiential (EP), in which the referent of the subject experiences a 
process. When Pe2- marks the V -root as simple intransitive or antipassive, the referent of the 
subject is in the agentive semantic case and when it marks the V -root as experiential, the 
referent of the subject is in the experiential semantic case. 

Pe2- has two allomorphs: Pe- and Po-. The occurrence of these al1omorphs is conditioned 
by the particular V -root with which they occur. For example: 

5 .24 MeN-Pe2-lempa- 'ira lmpelempa' iral nana 'ote. 
PL-INT-walk-PL3 .SB child 
The children were walking. 

5 .25 Pe2- 'aIJga- 'ira Ime' alJga' iral mia arau aN-keu laIJkeu/. 
AN-work-PL3.SB person that LP-tree 
That person is holding onto a tree. 

5 .26 Pe2- turi-o-mo Imoturiomol ana-no. 
INTIEP-sleep-SG3.SB-already child-SG3.PS 
1 .  Her child has already lain down to fall asleep. (INT) 
2. Her child has already fallen asleep. (EP) 

5 .27 MeN-Pe2- 'ia- 'ira Impo' ia' iral i-lere. 
PL-INTIEP-reside-PL3.SB LP-farm 
1 .  They took up residence on the farm. (INT) 
2. They reside on the farm. (EP) 
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When Pe2- combines with experiential V -roots, as demonstrated above in examples 5.26 
and 5.27, it marks the V-root for a two-part event. In the initial part of the event, an action is 
performed by an agent. In the latter part, an experiential state or process is experienced by an 
experiencer. If such a V -base refers to the initial action, then Pe2- marks the V -root as simple 
intransitive with the subject in the agentive semantic case. If it refers to the following 
experiential state or process, then Pe2- marks the V -root as experiential with the subject in the 
experiential semantic case. 

Pe2- does not mark the V -root for intention or lack of intention. Thus, when it is attached 
to V -roots that describe actions, the V -base can describe either a voluntary or involuntary 
action, as demonstrated in the following examples: 

5 .28 Pe2-h&.Jge-o /meheIJge/ mia ma-N-<haki>. 
INT-cough-SG3 .SB person IS-LK-<sickness> 
The sick person coughed. 

5 .29 Pe2-maa-o /momaai ana-ku. 
INT -yawn-SG3.SB child-SG3.PS 
My child yawned. 

5. 1 1  V -ROOT CLASS 1 1 : V -ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH Pe2-N-

V -root Class 1 1  consists of a set of V -roots that always occur as V -bases when prefixed 
by Pe2-N- and that describe actions. Pe2-N- marks the referent of the subject for the agentive 
semantic case and the V -root as simple intransitive or antipassive. It also marks the V -root 
for directional mode (DR), in which the action is executed in a particular direction. 

The initial prefix of Pe2-N- has two allomorphs: Pe- and Po-. As with the single prefix 
Pe2-, the occurrence of these allomorphs is conditioned by the particular V-root with which 
they occur. For example: 

5 .30 Pe2-N-toIDbu-o /mentombu/ mia arau aN-seru /anseru/. 
AN-DR-look.up-SG3.SB person that LP-cloud 
That person looked up at a cloud. 

5 . 3 1 Pe2-N-tindulu-o /montindulu/ ine-no. 
INT -DR-walk.downhill-SG3.SB mother-SG3.PS 
His mother walked downhill. 

5 . 1 2  V-ROOT CLASS 12: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH - umJ-

V-root Class 12 consists of V-roots that only occur as V-bases when infixed by - umJ­
and that describe enduring actions and sounds. The infix -uml- marks the V-root as simple 
intransitive and for having the referent of the subject in the agentive semantic case. For 
example: 

5 .32 -umJ-lako-ko Ilumakoko/ i- 'oIu. 
INT-go-2SG.SB LP-market 
You went to the market. 



5 .33  -umj-somba-o IsumombaJ i Kotupanabi. 
!NT -sail-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Kotupanabi was sailing. 

5 .34 *-umj-somba-o IsumombaJ b81Jka i Kotupanabi. 
INT-sail-SG3.SB boat PNM PN 
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Mp 1 3  - Mp 15 ,  which are repeated below, describe the environments in which -umJ-, and 
also -um2- (discussed in section 5. 14), go to zero. 

Mp 1 3  um � 0 / _ + [Clb]vs 

Mp 14 um � 0 1 prefixlinfix + [C + _ + V]vb 

opt. Mp 1 5  um � 0 1  # [_ ]vb # [ ]vb-SB 

For example: 

5 .35  Aku-um2- basa-o Ibasaol wunta-no. 
SG l .F-SP.TR-read-SG3.DO letter-SG3.PS 
I 'm going to read his letter. 

5 .36 Napo i-umj-lako lilakol ana-no. 
not.yet SG3 .SB-INT-go child-SG3.PS 
Her child hasn't gone yet. 

5 .37 Aku-umJ-lako /lakol -um2-kita-o /kurnitaol. 
SG 1 .F-INT -go -SP.TR-see-SG3.DO 
I will go to see him. 

5 . 1 3  V-ROOT CLASS 1 3 :  V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH PoN-

V -root Class 1 3  consists of a set of V -roots that only occur as V -bases when prefixed by 
PoN- and that describe actions and action-processes. The prefix PoN- marks the V -root as 
general transitive (G.TR), in which the action of the V-base is habitual and/or generalised, or 
the object is generalised. It also marks the V -base for having the referent of the subject in the 
agentive semantic case. Unlike the V-roots in the following class, the members of this class 
are a closed set and do not also occur with the specific transitive infix (SP.TR) -um2- or the 
passive infix (PSS) -in-. For example: 

5 .38  MeN-PoN-nako- 'ira Imponako' iraJ manu nana 'ote. 
PL-G.TR-steal-SG3.SB chicken child 
The children steal chickens. 

5 .39 *Nana 'ote meN-um2-nako-o Imenakool manu-no. 
child PL-SP.TR-steal-SG3.DO chicken-SG3.PS 

5 .40 *Manu-in-nako Ininakol. 
chicken-PSS-steal 

5 .4 1  Nana 'ote atuu PoN-maru-o Imomarul benu. 
child that G.TR-climb.up-SG3.SB coconut 
That child climbs up coconut trees. 
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5. 14  V-ROOT CLASS 14: V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH PoN-, -um2- AND -in-

V -root Class 14 consists of a set of V -roots that can occur as V -bases with the general 
transtive prefix PoN-, the specific transitive infix -um2- or the passive infix -in-. The 
transitive affixes mark the V-base for having the referent of the subject in the agentive 
semantic case and for having the ability to take an object, and the passive infix marks it for 
having the referent of the subject in the objective semantic case. PoN-, however, marks the 
V -base for a generalised transitive action in which either the action is generalised or it is 
directed towards a generalised referent of the object, and -um2- marks the V -base for a 
specific transitive action, in which either the action is specific or it is directed towards a 
specific referent of the object. Pronominal object markers only occur on V -bases prefixed by 
PoN- when the object is a beneficiary and always occurs on V-bases infixed by -um2-. For 
example: 

5 .42 PoN-nahu- 'aku Imonahu'akul <lewe>-N-<'uwi> llewe'uwi/. 
G.TR-cook-SG 1 .SB <leaf>-LK-<cassava> 
I 'm cooking cassava leaves. 

5 .43 Aku-um2-nahu-o Inumahuol <1ewe>-N-<'uwi> Ilewe'uwil andio. 
SG l .F-SP.TR-cook-SG3 .DO <leaf>-LK-<cassava> this 
I 'm going to cook these cassava leaves. 

5 .44 -in-nahu-o-mo Ininahuomol <1ewe>-N-<'uwi> Ilewe'uwil. 
PSS-cook-SG3.SB-EM.NF <leaf>-LK-<cassava> 
The cassava leaves are already cooked. 

The V -roots of this class are an open set of roots that describe actions, action-processes, 
experiential states and experiential processes. 

5 . 1 5  V-ROOT CLASS 1 5 :  V-ROOTS THAT OCCUR WITH DERIVATIONAL AFFIXES 

V-root Class 1 5  consists of the few V-roots that occur as V-bases only when prefixed, 
infixed or suffixed by derivational affixes. For example: 

5 .45 PoN-pa-lintu- 'aku Imompalintu'akul. 
G. TR -SP. CA-follow. procedures. to.cure.migraine.headache-SG 1 .SB 
I'm following the procedures to cure a migraine headache. 

5 .46 BR2-Umj-suki-o Isumukisukil saIJka. 
CN-INT-kind-SG3.SB thing 
There were various kinds of things. 

5 . 1 6  DISCUSSION OF THE V-ROOT CLASSES 

The V -bases produced by the roots and affixation of V -root Classes 1 - 7 are similar in 
that they all describe states. Those produced by the V -roots of Class 1 are distinguished from 
the others in that they can occur as V -bases without any verbal affixation and they are not 
marked for mode. For example: 



5 .47 Lavkai-o /laIJkail ntu 'u ana-no.20 
big-SG3.SB very child-SG3.PS 
His child is very big. 

5 .48 l'fasa-o /I)aasa/. 
panting-SG3.SB 
She was panting. 
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The rest are distinguished by the mode of their FV-prefix(es). MR marks the V -base for 
continuative mode, ko]- marks it for measurative or cardinal number mode, mo- marks it for 
simple quality mode or intrinsic mode, ma- for intense mode, me- for simple quality or 
acquired mode, and mo-ko]- for observational mode, as demonstrated in the following 
examples: 

5 .49 MR-puruku-o /pupurukU/ wuu-no. 
CT -kinky-SG3.SB hair-SG3.PS 
Her hair was kinky. 

5 .50 Ko]-ndalo-o /ondalo/ uwoi. 
ME-deep-SG3.SB water 
The water was deep. 

5 .5 1 Mo-pa 'i-o /mopa' il ntu 'u pakuli anelio. 
IR-bitter-SG3.SB very medicine this 
This medicine is very bitter. 

5 .52 Ma-rero-o /marero/ ana-no. 
IS-mischievous-SG3.SB child-SG3.PS 
His child is mischievous. 

5 .53 Me-meke- 'aku /memeke'aku/. 
AQ-have.a.cold-SG 1 .SB 
I have a cold. 

5 .54 Mo-ko]-nPJgo- 'aku. 
OB-hungry-SG 1 .SB 
I 'm hungry. 

The prefixes te- of V-root Class 8, Pe]- of V-root Class 9, and -in- of V-root Class 14 are 
distinguished from the other FV -affixes in that they mark the V -base for an action with the 
referent of the subject in the objective semantic case. The affix -in- differs from te- and Pe]­
in that it marks the V-base as passive, in which the referent of the subject receives or 
undergoes the action of the V-root that is intentionally produced by an agent: te- and Pe/ ­
mark the V -base as de-emphasised, i n  which the agent is either unknown or insignificant; te­
differs from Pe]- in that it can also mark the V-base for the unintended mode while Pe/ ­
leaves the V -base unmarked for mode. For example: 

5 .55 -in-wawa-o /winawa/ owu-no. 
PSS-bring-SG3.SB machete-SG3.SB 
His machete was brought. (The action was executed by an agent, who is 
important in the context of this sentence.) 

20 Repeated examples. such as example I . are renumbered for reader convenience. 
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5 .56 Pej-baba-o ImebabaJ uai-no. 
DE-carry.in.a.sarong-SG3.SB younger.sibling-SG3.PS 
His younger brother was being carried in a sarong. (The action was executed 
by an agent, who is not important in the context of this sentence.) 

5 .57 Te-donta- 'aku. 
UID-fall-SG I .SB 
I fell down. (The action was caused without intention, therefore there is no 
agent.) 

The Pe2- of V-root Class 10, the morpheme cluster Pe2-N- of V-root Class 1 1 , and the 
-umj- of V-root Class 1 2  are similar in that they all mark the V-base as intransitive with the 
subject in the agentive semantic case. Pe2-N-, however, marks the V-base for the directional 
mode, and Pe2- and Pe2-N- can mark the V-base as antipassive. For example: 

5 .58 Pe2- 'aIJga- 'ira Ime'a1Jga'iraJ mia arau aN-keu /alJkeu/. 
AN-work-PL3.SB person that LP-tree 
That person is holding onto a tree. 

5 .59 Pe2-N-tombu-o Imentombul mia arau aN-sem lanserul. 
AN-DR-Iook.up-SG3.SB person that LP-cloud 
That person looked up. 

5 .60 -umj-somba-o IsumombaJ i Kotupanabi. 
INT -sail-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Kotupanabi was sailing. 

The V -roots of V -root Class 13 are distinguished from those of V -root Class 1 4  in that 
those of V-root Class 1 3  only occur with the prefix PoN-, whereas those in V-root Class 14  
occur with PoN-, -Um2- and -in-. For example: 

5 .6 1 MeN-PoN-nako- 'ira Imponako' iraJ manu nana 'ote. 
PL-G.TR-steal-SG3.SB chicken child 
The children steal chickens. 

5 .62 *Nana 'ote meN-um2-nako-o Imenakool manu-no. 
child PL-SP.TR-steal-SG3.DO chicken-SG3.PS 

5 .63 *Manu-in-nako Ininako/. 
chicken-PSS-steal 

5 .64 PoN-nahu- 'aku Imonahu'akul <lewe>-N-<'uwi> Ilewe'uwi/. 
G.TR-cook-SG I .SB <leaf>-LK-<cassava> 
I 'm cooking cassava leaves. 

5 .65 Aku-um2-nahu-o Inumahuol <lewe>-N-<'uwi> Ilewe'uwi! andio. 
SG I .F-SP.TR-cook-SG3 .DO <leaf>-LK-<cassava> this 
I 'm going to cook these cassava leaves. 

5 .66 -in-nahu-o-mo Ininahuomol <lewe>-N-<'uwi> Ilewe-'uwi!. 
PSS-cook-SG3.SB-NF.EM <leaf>-LK-<cassava> 
The cassava leaves are already cooked. 

The prefix PoN- of V-root Classes 1 3  and 14 and the infix - um2- of V-root Class 14  are 
distinguished from the other FV -affixes in that they mark the V -base as transitive. They 
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differ one from the other in that PoN- marks the V-base as generalised transitive and - um2-
marks the V -base as specific transitive. For example: 

5 .67 PoN- 'uIJke-o /mo'uIJke/ benu i Sia. 
G.TR-look for-SG3.SB coconut PNM PN 
Sia was looking for coconuts. 

5. 68 I Sia-um2-uIJke-o benu-no. 
PNM PN-SP.TR-look.for-SG3.SB coconut-SG3.PS 
Sia was looking for her coconut. 

The derivational affixes that occur with the V -roots of V -root Class 1 5  will be discussed 
in Chapter 7. 



CHAPTER 6 

VERB MORPHOLOGY: THE VERB STEM 

The verb stem (V -stem) in Mori is that part of the verb which carries the basic meaning of 
the verb. It consists of one or more morphemes, which may be a single V-root, V-base, N­
base, NP, or a combination of a V- and N-base with a linking affix. With the exception of 
those V -stems that come from V -root Class 1 or verbal compound V -stems, the V -stem lacks 
the verb-forming prefix or infix, for example, an FV-affix (sections 5 .2-5 . 1 4), which is 
needed to create a new V -base. The Mori V -stems can be divided into two classes: verbal and 
nominal. 

6. 1 V -STEM CLASS I :  VERBAL V-STEMS 

V -stem Class 1 consists of V -stems that are either V -roots, V -bases, or combinations of a 
V-base, an N-base and a linking affix. This class can be further subdivided into three 
subclasses according to the structure of its members. 

6. 1 . 1  SUBCLASS 1 :  SIMPLE V-STEMS 

Subclass 1 of V-stem Class 1 consists of 'simple' V-stems, that is, V-roots or V-stems 
derived from FV -bases or from other derived V -bases. For example: 

6 . 1 Mo-rina-o ImorinaJ raha-ku. 

6 .2  

QL-clean-SG3.SB house-SG 1 .PS 
My house is clean. 

Aku-um2-PokoN-<mo-rina>2 1 -o Imokorinaol 
SG 1 .F-SP.TR-CA-<QL-clean>-SG3.DO 
I 'm going to clean my house. 

raha-ku. 
house-SG 1 .PS 

In example 6. 1 ,  the V -root -rina 'clean' is the V -stem of the V -base morina 'to be clean ' .  
I n  example 6.2, the V -base morina 'to be clean' i s  the V -stem o f  the derived V -base 
mokorinao 'to be made clean' .  

6. 1 .2 SUBCLASS 2: COMPOUND V-STEMS 

The second subclass of V -stem Class 1 consists of compound V -stems, that is, V -stems 
which are composed of a V-base joined to an N-base by the linking morpheme -N-. Each of 
the compound stems has its own meaning, which can be quite different from the meanings of 
its segments. For example: 

2 1  The rules that cause the FV-affix on the V-stem to go to zero will be discussed in Chapter 7. 
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6.3 <Pe2-lempa>-N-<karu>-kita ImelempaI)karukital. 
<INT-to.walk>-LK-<foot>-DU I INC.SB 
We went by foot. 

6.4 -umJ-<Pe2-lele>-N-<wana>-o Ilumelewanal seru. 
RS-<INT -to.creep>-LK-<thick.forest>-SG3.SB cloud 
The clouds are moving along the top of the forest like someone creeping. 

8 1  

In example 6.3, the V -base Pelempa 'to walk' is linked to the N-base karu 'foot' , forming 
the compound V -stem Pelemp8IJkaru 'to go by foot' .  In this case, a derivational affix is not 
needed to complete the V-base. Thus, the V-stem has the same form as the V-base (see 
section 7 .2 . 1 ) .  In example 6.4, the V -base Pelele 'to creep' is linked to the N-base wana 
'thick forest' by the linking -N-, forming the compound V-stem Pelelewana 'to creep along 
the top of the thick forest ' .  In this case, the V-stem requires the derivational infix - umJ­
'resembling mode' to form the V -base lumelewana 'to move across the top of the forest like 
someone creeping' (see section 7.2.2.3). 

6.2 V -STEM CLASS 2: NOMINAL V -STEMS 

The second class of V-stems consists of V-stems that are derived from N-bases or NPs. 
This class can be further subdivided into three subclasses which are described below. 

6.2. 1 SUBCLASS 1 :  SIMPLE V-STEMS 

The first subclass of V-stem Class 2 is composed of V-stems that are derived from N­
bases. For example: 

6 .5  Ma-N-<haki>- 'ira Imahaki' iral i maama. 
IS-LK-sickness-SG3R.SB PNM uncle 
Uncle is sick (lit. uncle is in the state of a sickness). 

6 .6 Hina-o hald. 
exist-SG3.SB sickness 
There was a sickness. 

6 .7  Pe2-<h&Jgera>-o ImeheIJgeral mia arau. 
AN-<phlegrn>-SG3 .SB person that 
That person coughed up some phlegm. 

6 .8  Mo-N-<kuni>-o Imoukunil h&Jgera-no. 
QL-<yellow>-SG3.SB phlegm-SG3.PS 
His phlegm was yellow. 

6.2.2 SUBCLASS 2: COMPOUND V -STEMS 

The second subclass of V -stem Class 2 consists of compound V -stems that are composed 
of at least two N-bases joined by the linking morpheme -N-. Each of these compound stems 
has its own meaning that can be quite different from the meanings of its segments. For 
example: 
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6 .9 MeN-Pej-<pae>-N22_<kompo>-ira Impepaekompo'iral. 
PL-RC-<rice>-LK -<belly>-PL3 .SB 
They are siblings. 

6 . 1 0  Aku PoN-Pe2-<ana>-N-<beine> Imompe'anabeine/. 
SG 1 .F G.TR-IM-<child>-LK-<woman> 
I 'm going to pretend to be an unmarried woman. 

In example 6.9, the V-stem of the verb mpepaekompo 'ira 'they are siblings' is -paekompo 
' sibling' , which consists of the two N-bases pae 'rice' and kompo 'belly' . In a similar 
manner, in example 6. 10, the V-stem of the verb Pompe 'anabeine ' to imitate a young 
unmarried woman' ,  is anabeine 'young, unmarried woman' ,  which consists of the N-bases 
ana 'child' and beine 'woman ' .  The compound V -stems that form the members of this 
subclass may or may not occur independently as N-bases within a clause. For example, the 
compound V-stem of example 6.9 -paekompo 'sibling' cannot occur independently as an N­
base, whereas the V-stem of example 6. 10  anabeine 'young, unmarried woman' can, as 
demonstrated below. 

6 . 1 1  *ondae paekompo 

6. 1 2  Mivki-o-mo ana-N-beine lanabeine/. 
would.like-SG3.SB-EM.NF child-LK-woman 
She is almost a young woman. 

6.2.3 SUBCLASS 3: V-STEMS DERIVED FROM NPs 

The last subclass of V -stem Class 2 is composed of V -stems which are NPs consisting of 
two or more words. For example: 

6 . 1 3  Pej-<leIDba-mo-taha>-o Imelembamotahal ana-ku. 
ASM-<dress-QL-red>-SG3.SB child-SG 1 .PS 
My child is wearing a red dress. 

In example 6. 13 ,  the V-stem of the verb meleIDba-motaha ' is wearing a red dress' is the 
NP lemba-motaha 'red dress ' ,  which is composed of two words, leIDba 'dress, shirt' and 
motaha ' red' . This NP can occur independently within a clause, as demonstrated in the 
following example: 

6. 14  Te-kosi-o Itekosil leIDba mo-taha andio. 
DE-beautiful-SG3.SB dress QL-red this 
This red dress is beautiful. 

22 The linking -N- goes to zero according to Mp2. 



CHAPTER 7 

VERB MORPHOLOGY: THE VERB BASE 

The verb base (V -base) is the minimal verbal unit that can occur independently within a 
clause. As defined earlier (see section 3 . l .2), the V-base is ( 1 )  a V-root from V-root Class 1 
that may occur as a base unaffixed with the application of the vowel-doubling rule Mp5, (2) a 
V-root that occurs with a FV-prefix or infix, or (3) a root from V-root Class 1 5  or a stem 
derived from another base that occurs with one of the following verb affixes: MR, ko]-N-, 
mo-N-, ma-N-, me-N-, te-, Pe]-, Pe2-, -um1-, -um2-, PoN-, -in-, BR\ , BR2, mara-N-, 
monte-, maka-N-, moro-N-, mana-N-, mambe-, poio-N-, Poko-NJ-, -ki, -kipi, -piki, -ii, -si, 
-wi, -akO}, -ak02, -iako, mo-koT-, N-BR2-mo-ko]-, maka-ii-, Pe}-um} -, PoN-Pe]-, Pompe­
BR2, -um1-BR l -, -um1-BR2-, Pe2-te-, PoN-Poko1-, PoN-Po-, PoN-Poko2-, PoN-pa-, 
PON-Pe2-, BRl -PoN-Po-, PoN-pasi-, Pe2-PeJ-, te-po-, ka-BR2-, koz-BR2-, PoN-i, PoN­
hi, PoN-pi, PoN-ari, Pe2-ii, Pe]-ako], Pe]-ako2, PeJ-hako, Pe1 -sako, Pe1 -iako. 

Mori V-bases can be divided into two major classes that are discussed below. 

7. 1 V-BASE CLASS 1 :  FUNDAMENTAL V-BASES 

The first class of V -bases is composed of the fundamental V -bases (FV -bases), that is, V­
bases consisting of a V-root plus its V-root class prefix or infix (see Chart 5 . 1 ) . The FV­
bases form the building blocks of the Mori verb. They can occur as independent or inflected 
V -bases, as shown in the following examples, or as the V -stems of other verbs. 

7. 1 -umJ-iako- 'aku Ilumako'aku/ PoN-kita ImoIjkitaJ. 
INT -go-SG 1 .SB G.TR-see 
I went to take a look. 

7 .2  Ma-gasi i-Pe2-iempa lipelempaJ. 
IS-fast SG3.SB-INT-walk 
He walks fast. 

More examples of this class can be found in Chapter 5. 

7.2 V-BASE CLASS 2: DERIVED V-BASES 

The second class of V -bases is composed of derived V -bases (DV -bases), that is, V -bases 
whose stems are either compound V-stems (see section 6. l .2) or V-stems derived from N­
bases or other V -bases. 

The DV-bases may be unaffixed or affixed. The unaffixed DV-bases consist solely of 
compound V -stems whose first member is a V -base. The affixed DV -bases are formed by 
being prefixed by one of nineteen prefixes, infixed by one of three infixes, suffixed by one 
of nine suffixes, prefixed/infixed by one of twenty sets of complex morphemes that consist 

83 



84 

of two or three prefixes, or an infix and a prefix, or prefixed/infixed and suffixed by one of 
ten sets of circurnfixes that consist of a prefix or infix and a suffix. For example: 

7 . 3  V-stem = biI)ku 'hoe' (N-base) 
PoN- 'G.TR' -<biI)ku> = PobiI)ku 'to hoe, use a hoe' 

7.4 V-stem = Pe 'andu (Pe2- 'andu) 'to massage' (FV-base) 
<Pe 'andu>-ki 'excessive mode' = Pe 'anduki 'to massage anywhere, in any 
manner' 

7 . 5  V -stem = kuli 'skin' (N -base) 
k02-BR2- 'excessive continuative mode' <kuli> = kokulikuli 'to continually 
go around with one's skin (upper torso) showing' 

7 .6  V-stem = Pentoro (Pe2-N-toro) 'to sit down' (FV-base) 
PoN- 'G.TR' - <Pentoro> - ari 'DO = locative semantic case' = 

Pompentoroari 'to sit down on s.t.(location)' 

All of the derivational affixes are applied cyclically. For example: 

7 . 7  V-stem = I)isi 'tooth' (N-base) 
Pej- 'associative mode' <nisi> = PeI)isi 'to have teeth' 
MR 'CT' -<PeI)isi> = PeI)iI)isi 'to continually have/show teeth (i.e. smile)' 
mara-N- 'continuative intrinsic mode' <PeI)iI)isi> = marampeI)iI)isi 'to always 
be smiling' 

If a V-stem is derived from a prefixed/infixed V-base and is in turn prefixed/infixed by a 
derivational prefix/infix, then the original prefix/infix on the V -stem will either be deleted or 
retained depending upon the derivational affixation. The meaning of a deleted prefix or infix, 
however, is retained in the meaning of the new V -base. For example: 

7 . 8  V-stem = taku 'gourd' (N-base) 
mana-N- 'olfactory mode' <takU> = manantaku 'to smell like a gourd' 
moro-N- 'mitigated mode' <manantakU> = morontaku 'to smell a little like a 
gourd' 

If a V -stem that is derived from a V -base that has a circurnfix or a suffix is, in turn, 
suffixed, then the original suffix is optionally deleted if it ends in Iii and is retained if it ends 
in lakol. The meaning of the deleted suffix, however, is retained in the meaning of the new 
V -base. For example: 

7.9 V-stem = Pompe '8IJii (PoN 'G.TR' -Pe2 'simple causative mode' -< '8IJi> 
'wind'- i 'DO = locative semantic case' )  'to arrange s.t. so that it is blown in 
the wind' (DV-base) 
<Pompe '8IJii>-ki 'excessive mode' = Pompe'8IJiki 'to arrange s.t. in the wind 
anywhere at any time so that it is destroyed' 

7 . 1 0  V-stem = Pe 'asipako (Pe2-ako2 'simple manner mode'-< 'asi> 'clamp') 'to 
clamp in between' (DV-base) 
<Pe 'asipako>-piki 'arbitrary mode' = Pe 'asipakopiki 'to clamp in between in 
any manner' 

All of the DV -affixes, except for the reduplicating prefixes, MR, BR 1 and BR2, are 
directly affixed to the V-stem. BRl is prefixed to the root of the V-stem, or to the first two 
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syllables of the entire V -stem, and MR and BR2 are prefixed to the V -root of the V -stem. For 
example: 

7 . 1 1  V-stem = mo 'ahi (mo- 'ahl) 'to be sweet' (FV-base) 
BRI 'mitigated (mode)' -<mo 'ahi = mo 'ahi 'ahi or mo 'amo 'ahi> 'to be a little sweet' 

7. 1 2  V-stem = POI)kita (PoN-kita) 'to see' (FV-base) 
BR2 'iterative mode' -<PoI)kita> = POI)kitakita 'to see again and again' 

7 . 1 3  V-stem = POI)kita 'to see' (FV-base) 
MR 'CT' -<PoI)kita> = POI)kikita 'to continually look at' 

7.2. 1 SUBCLASS 1 :  DV-BASES THAT OCCUR WITHOUT AFFIXATION 

Subclass 1 of V -base Class 2 consists of DV -bases that occur within a clause without any 
derivational affixes. These DV -bases consist solely of compound V -stems whose first 
segment is a V -base and whose second segment is an N-base. For example: 

7 . 1 4  <Sala>-N-<Jaro>- 'aku /salalaro'aku!. 
<wrong>-LK-<interior>-SG 1 .SB 
I was suspicious. 

7 . 1 5  Sala-o /saala/. 
wrong-SG3.SB 
He was wrong. 

7. 1 6  <PeJempa>-N-<karu>- ' aku /melempaukaru' aku/. 
<to. walk>-LK-<foot>SG 1 .SB 
I went on foot. 

7 . 1 7  Pe2-Jempa- 'aku /melempa'aku!. 
INT-walk-SG I .SB 
I walked. 

7 .2 .2  SUBCLASS 2: DV-BASES FORMED BY AN FV-AFFIX WITH OR WITHOUT THE LINKING 
-N-

Subclass 2 of V-base Class 2 consists of all the FV-affixes except Pe2-N-. These affixes 
can occur as DV -affixes by forming V -bases from V -stems derived from N-bases or other V­
bases. These affixes and their meanings are demonstrated in Chart 7 . 1 .  When occurring on 
V-bases, the stative prefixes, kOj-, mo-, ma- and me-, always occur with the linking -N-. 

For the most part, when these FV -prefixes and -infixes occur on DV -stems, their semantic 
range varies from their FV-base counterparts in mode only. In some cases, the meaning of 
these affixes on DV -stems is broader and more regular than their meaning on V -roots (e.g. 
ma- and te-); in other cases, the meaning is more restricted (e.g. -umj-). For example: 

7 . 1 8  V-stem = Pesaio (Pej -saio) 'to be mixed' (FV-base) 
ma-N- 'intense mode' <Pesalo> = mansalo 'to be very mixable/mixed' 

7 . 1 9 V-stem = PobiI)ku (PoN-<biI)ku» 'to hoe' (DV -base) 
tej- 'unintended mode' -<PobiI)ku> = tebiI)ku 'to be hoed accidentally' 



State/ 
Prefix/infix action Voice 
ko]-N- state --

mo-N- state --

ma-N- state --

me-N- state --

mo-ko]- state --

te- action --

Pe]_ action --

Pe2- action --

-um]- action --

PoN- action active 

-um2- action active 

-in- action passive 

MR -- --

CHART 7. 1 :  FV -AFFIXES THAT OCCUR ON DV -STEMS 

Semantic case 
Transitivity of the subject Mode 
-- objective ordinal number 

measurative 
-- objective simple quality 

intrinsic 
-- objective intense 

intense intrinsic 
-- objective acquired -

-- objective observational 
de-emphasised objective unintended 

simple aptative 
--

de-emphasised objective --
associative associative 

reflexive agentive/objective --
reciprocal agentive/objective --

simple intransitive agentive --
antipassive agentive simple causative 
simple intransitive agentive resembling 
general transitive agentive --

simple causative 
resembling 

specific transitive agentive --
simple causative 
resembling 

passive objective --
simple causative 
resembling 
continuative -- --

V-stem 
state 
state 
state 
action 
state/action 
state/action 
state 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 
state/action 

00 
0\ 



7 .20 V-stem = PeIeIe (Pe2-leIe) 'to creep' (FV-base) 
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-umj- 'resembling mode'<Pelele> = Iumele 'to move like someone creeping' 

7.2.2. 1 DV-BASES MARKED ONLY FOR MODE 

As discussed in section 5.2, MR marks the V-base for the continuative mode. As a DV­
prefix, however, it only occurs singularly on V-stems that indicate actions. For example: 

7 .2 1 MR-<PoVkita>- 'aku ImoIJkikita'akul mia Pe2-<dero> Imodero/. 
CT -<to.see>-SG I .SB person CA-<kind.of.circle.dance> 
I was looking at the people dancing the circle dance. 

7 .22 MR -<Petidu>- 'ira Imetitidu' ira! tama. 
CT-<to.hit.each.other.with.fists (once» -PL3.SB man 
The two men were hitting each other with their fists. 

7.2.2.2 DV-BASES MARKED AS STATES 

Four of the prefixes and one complex morpheme in this subclass mark the V -base as a 
state and the subject for the objective semantic case. When occurring on V -stems derived 
from V-bases, the initial prefix or infix of a V-stem is always deleted when prefixed by 
mo-N-, ma-N-, me-N- and mo-koj- and always retained when prefixed by kOj-N- with one 
exception. 

The first stativising prefix, kOj-N-, primarily occurs as a single prefix on V-stems that 
indicate numbers, marking the V -base as an ordinal number. This mode is referred to as the 
ordinal number mode (OR). For example: 

7 .23 MeN-koj-N-<'otoIu>- 'ira ImeIJko'otolu' ira!. 
PL-OR-LK-<three>-PL3.SB 
They are third. 

The one example, in which kOj-N- does not occur on a numerical V-stem is kolai 'to be 
old and tall (i.e. a tree) ' .  In this case, kOj-N- marks the V-base for measurative mode (see 
section 5.3), and the V -stem olai 'far' irregularly loses its initial prefix. 

7 .24 KOj-<olai>-o Ikolai/ ntu 'u benu arau. 
me-<far>-SG3.SB very coconut that 
That coconut tree is very old and tall. 

The second stativising prefix, mo-N-, marks the V -base for the simple quality mode, that 
is, for having the quality of the V -stem, when the V -stem is stative. For example: 

7 .25  Mo-N-<'olo>-o Imo'olol bam. 
QL-LK -<sour.juice>-SG 3 .SB palm. wine 
The palm wine was sour (lit. the palm wine has the quality of sour juice). 

7 .26 Mo-N-<bela>- 'ira Imobela'ira! mia anu Pej-MR- 'ua Ime'u'ua!. 
QL-LK-<wound>-DU3.SB people that RC-CT-fight 
The people who were (fist)fighting have wounds. 

When occurring on V -stems that indicate actions, mo-N- marks the V -stem for the 
intrinsic mode, that is, for having an intrinsic quality. For example: 
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7 .27 Nana 'ote atuu mo-N-<Pekuu>-o Imoukuul aN- 'uwoi la'uwoi!. 
child that IR-LK-<to.dive>-SG3.SB LP-water 
That child has a natural inclination to dive. 

7 .28 Nahi i-mo-N-<Pentoro> Imontorol tonde andio. 
not SG3.SB-IR-LK-<to.sit.down> glass this 
This glass does not naturally sit well. 

The third stativising prefix, ma-N-, can occur with either active or stative V -stems. As 
discussed in section 5.5, it marks V-roots for intense mode, that is, for occurring to a degree 
greater than normal. When prefixed to DV-stems, it either marks the V-base for this same 
mode (see examples 7.29 and 7.30), or for the intense intrinsic mode (IS .lR), that is, for 
having an intrinsic quality that occurs to a degree greater than normal (see examples 7.3 1 and 
7 .32) .  

7 .29 Ma-N-<mo 'odo>-o Ima'odol mia arau PoN- 'uIJke Imo'uuke/. 
IS-LK-<unlucky>-SG3 .SB person that G.TR-seek (a livelihood) 
That person is extremely unlucky in seeking a livelihood. 

7 .30 Ma-N-<dinolo>-o Imadolol lahi uai-no. 
IS-LK-<to.be.bathed>-SG3.SB too.much younger.sibling-SG3 .PS 
His younger brother is bathed too often. 

7 .3 1 Ma-N-<Po 'uri>-o Ima'uri! koIDbia-no. 

7.32 

IS.lR-LK-<to.ration>-SG3.SB spouse-SG3 .PS 
His wife is stingy (lit. his wife has a natural inclination to ration everything to 
an extreme). 

Ma-N-<saki>-o Imansaki/ 
IS .lR-LK-<to.ignite>-SG3.PS 
This wood is very ignitable. 

keu andio. 
wood this 

The fourth stativising prefix, me-N-, occurs only on stative V -stems. It marks the V -base 
for the acquired mode, that is, for having an acquired qUality. For example: 

7 .33 Me-N-<rea>-o Imerea/ kae-no. 
AQ-LK-<blood>-SG3.SB hand-SG3.PS 
His hand was bloody. 

7 .34 Me-N-<pupu>-o-mo Imempupuomol pae-mami. 
AQ-LK-<little.bundle>-SG3.SB-EM.NF rice-PLI EXC.PS 
Our rice has budded. 

The last of the stativising prefixes is the complex morpheme, mo-ko j-,  which occurs only 
on V -stems that indicate states; it marks the V -base for observational mode, which indicates a 
state that is observed or perceived by either intuition, internal feeling, the senses or the 
intellect. For example: 

7 .35  Mo-ko]-<'oleo>-o Imoko'oleol. 
OB-<sun>-SG3.SB 
The heat of the sun can be felt. 

7 .36 Mo-koj-<tiporo>-o Imokotiporol iJldi 'ai. 
OB-<mosquito>-SG3.SB LP-here 
A few mosquitoes can be felt here. 
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7.37 Mo-koj-<ma 'iso>-aku Imoko' iso'aku/. 
OB-<stuffy>-SG 1 .SB 
I am perspiring (lit. I am internally experiencing stuffiness). 

The five stativising prefixes are distinguished one from another in the type of mode with 
which they mark the V-base: kOj-N- marks the V-base for ordinal number mode, me-N- for 
acquired mode, mo-N- for intrinsic mode, ma-N- for intense intrinsic mode, and mo-koj- for 
observational mode. For example: 

7 .38  MeIJ-koj-N-< 'otolu>- 'ira ImelJko'otolu' ira/. 
PL-OR -LK -<three>-PL3 .SB 
They are third. 

7 .39 Me-N-<pupu>-o-mo Imempupuomol pae-mami. 
AQ-LK-<little.bundle>-SG3.sB-EM.NF rice-PL l EXC.PS 
Our rice has budded. 

7 .40 Nana 'ote atuu mo-N-<Pekuu>-o ImolJkuul aN- 'uwoi la'uwoil. 
child that IR-LK-<to.dive>-SG3.SB LP-water 
That child has a natural inclination to dive. 

7.4 1 Nana 'ote atuu ma-N-<Pekuu>-o Imaukuul aN- 'uwoi la'uwoil. 
child that IS .IR-LK-<to.dive>-SG3.SB LP-water 
1 .  That child can dive under the water for a long time. 
2. That child has a natural inclination to dive in the water to the point of 
excess. 

The prefix mo-koj- contrasts with the other stativising prefixes in that it marks the V-base 
for observational mode. For example: 

7.42 Mo-koj-<tiporo>-o Imokotiporol i..fldi 'ai. 
OB-<mosquito>-SG3.SB LP-here 
A few mosquitoes can be felt here. 

7.2.2.3 DV -BASES MARKED AS ACTIONS 

Subclass 3 of DV -Class 2 consists of four prefixes, te-, Pej-, Pe2- and PoN-, and three 
infixes, -umj-, -um2- and -in-, all of which mark the V -base as an action. 

When a V-stem derived from a V-base is prefixed by Pej- or Pe2-, or infixed by -umj-, 
the initial prefix or infix of the V-stem is always deleted. When te-, PoN-, -um2- or -in- is 
prefixed or infixed to a V -stem derived from a V -base, the initial prefix or infix of the V -stem 
is either always deleted or optionally deleted depending upon the set of V -bases from which 
the V -stem is derived. 

The first activising affix, te-, occurs on V -stems that describe states or actions. As a 
derivational prefix, te- can either leave the V-base unmarked for mode or mark it for 
unintended mode or for aptative mode, in which an action has the potential to occur. For 
example: 

7.43 Te-<PobiIJku>-o-mo ItebilJkuomol <puu>-N-<raha>-ku Ipuurahaku/. 
DE-<to.hoe>-SG3.SB-EM.NF <area.at.base.of>-LK-<house>-SG l .PS 
My yard has been hoed. 
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7.44 Te-<Pobiflku>-o ItebiIJkul karu-ku. 
UID-<to hoe>-SG3.SB foot-SG 1 .PS 
My foot was accidentally chopped with a hoe. 

7.45 Te-<Pobiflku>-o ItebiIJkul koa <puu>-N-<raha>-ku Ipuurahakul. 
AP-<to.hoe>-SG3.SB indeed <area.at.base.of>-LK-<house>-SG 1 .PS 
My yard is capable of being hoed. 

7 .46 Te-<'eme>-o Ite'emel ana-no. 
UID-<to.urinate>-SG3.SB child-SG3.PS 
Her child urinated. 

The last example demonstrates the tendency of this language to classify actions of which the 
initiator is not in total control as de-emphasised actions and the initiator as a patient (see 
section 5 .8). 

When te- marks a stative or passive V -stem for aptative mode, then the initial prefix/infix 
of the V -stem is retained. For example: 

7.47 I-Po-wee-akune lipoweeakunel te-<'orua> Ite'orual. 
SG2R.SB-CA-give-SG 1.10 AP-<two> 
Give me two. 

7.48 I-PoN- 'isa lipo'isal te-<Peroku> Iteperokul. 
SG2R.SB-CA-pound AP-<vigorous> 
Pound (the rice) vigorously. 

These examples demonstrate that te- indicates future or potential states when it occurs on 
stative or passive V -stems rather than just the ability for a state to be realised. 

The second activising affix, Pej-, occurs on V-stems that indicate states or actions. Pe1-
marks the V-base ( 1 )  as a reflexive action, (2) as a reciprocal action, or (3) as a de­
emphasised action. If Pe1- marks the V-base as de-emphasised and the V-stem is derived 
from a V-base, then it leaves it unmarked for mode. If it is derived from an N-base, then it 
marks the V -base for the associative mode (ASM). For example: 

7 .49 Pe1-< 'upu>-o Ime'upul m8flalitau atuu. 
RF-<to.end>-SG3 .SB young.man that 
That young man committed suicide (lit. that young man ended himself). 

7 .50 Pe1-<gaga>- 'ira Imegaga' iral mia Pe1-MR-<kombia> Imekokombial 
RC-<argue>-DU3.SB person RC-CT-<spouse> 

atuu. 
that 
That husband and wife are arguing with each other. 

7 .5 1 Pe1-<merete>-o Imeretel wala. 
DE-<to.be.level>-SG3.SB fence 
The fence is level (and capable of being changed or changing). 

7 .52 Pe1-< 'owu>-o Ime'owul tama arau. 
ASM-<machete>-SG3.SB man that 
That man is wearing/carrying a machete. 



7.53 Pej-<kae>-o Imekael td1de. 
ASM-<ann>-SG3.SB glass 
The glass has a handle. 

7 .54 Nahi i-Pej-<lemba> lipelemba/ i Ede. 
not SG3.SB-ASM-<shirt> PNM PN 
Ede is not wearing a shirt. 

7 .55  Pej-<rea>- 'aku Imerea'aku/. 
ASM-<blood>-SG 1 .SB 
I have my menstrual period. 

7 .56 Pej-<sorodadu>-o Imesorodadul maama-no. 
ASM-<soldier>-SG3.SB uncle-SG3.PS 
His uncle is a soldier. 

9 1  

I n  example 7 .49, me 'upu 'to end oneself, commit suicide' demonstrates a reflexive 
action, and megaga 'ira 'are arguing with each other' , in example 7.50, a reciprocal action. In 
example 7.5 1 ,  merete 'is level' demonstrates a state that is capable of being changed. In this 
case, such a situation is induced by an agent. Examples 7.52 - 7.56 demonstrate the wide 
semantic range of the associative mode: me ' owu 'is wearing/carrying a machete' in example 
7.52 and ipeleIDbe ' is (not) wearing a shirt' in example 7.54 show association through 
wearing or carrying; mekae 'has an ann' in example 7.53 shows association through having 
as an appendage; merea 'aku 'I have my menstrual period' in example 7.55 shows association 
through undergoing a biological process; and mesorodadu 'is a soldier' in example 7.56 
shows association through having a profession or playing a particular role. 

The third activising affix, Pe2- ,  occurs only on V-stems that describe states. Pe2- marks 
the V -base as a simple intransitive or an anti passive action. When it marks the V -base as 
simple intransitive, it leaves it unmarked for mode. All of the V -stems of such V -bases are 
derived from N-bases. Therefore, the meaning of such V-bases is basically 'X executes the 
action of the V -stem' or 'X uses the V -stem' . When Pe2- marks the V -base as antipassive, it 
marks it for causative mode (CA), in which the state named in the V -stem is produced by the 
agent. 

As discussed in section 5 . 1 0, Pe2- has two allomorphs: Pe- and Po-. Their occurrence is 
conditioned by the particular V -stem to which either one is attached. Examples of this prefix 
marking the V -base as a simple intransitive action are: 

7 .57 Pe2-<tambu>- 'aku Imetambu'akul aN- 'inisa la'inisa/. 
INT -<scoop>-SG 1 .SB LP-uncooked.rice 
I scooped the rice. 

7 .58  MeN-Pe2-<dui>-kami Impoduikami/ mpiha. 
PL-INT -<pointed.sticb-PLl EXC.SB always 
We are always using pointed sticks (i.e. eating sago). 

Examples of it marking the V -base as an antipassive action in causative mode are: 

7.59 Pe2-<su 'ului>-o-mo Imesu'uluiomol manu. 
CA-<egg>-SG3.SB-EM.NF chicken 
The chicken has laid its eggs. 
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7.60 MeN-Pe2-<laem ba>- 'ira Impolaemba' ira I 
PL-CA -<folksong>-PL3 .SB 
The old people are singing the laeIDba. 

mia mo-<ta 'u>. 
person QL-<age> 

The fourth activising affix, -umj-, occurs on V-stems that indicate states or actions; -umj­
marks the V -base as a simple intransitive action in resembling mode (RS), in which the 
action of the V -base resembles the action or state of the V -stem in a real or a metaphoric 
manner. For example: 

7 .6 1 Rundu-um/-<Pelele>-o Ilumele/. 
thunder-RS-<to.creep>-SG3.SB 
The thunder rolled slowly like someone creeping. 

7 .62 Um/-<elo>-o-mo lumeloomol pae. 
RS-<tongue>-SG3 .SB-EM.NF rice 
The rice has budded (become tongue-like). 

The fifth, sixth and seventh activising affixes are the prefix PoN-, the infix -um2- and the 
infix -in-, which occur on V -stems that indicate states and actions. As discussed earlier (see 
section 5. 1 3), these three affixes are unique in that they occur on the same set of V -stems, in 
which PoN- marks the V-base for general transitive voice, -um2- for specific transitive voice, 
and -in- for passive voice. For example: 

7 .63 

7 .64 

I Sia -um2-<Pe 'ini>-o lurniniol 
PNM PN SP.TR-<to.grab>-SG3.DO 
Sia grabbed her child. 

PoN-<biIJku>- ' aku ImobilJku' akul 
G. TR -<hoe>-SG I .SB 

<puu>-N-<raha>-ku Ipuurahaku/. 

ana-no. 
child-SG3.PS 

<area. at. base.of>-LK-<house>-PL2EXC.PS 
I hoed my yard. 

7 .65 -in-<biIJku>-o /binil)kul <puu>-N-<raha>-mami Ipuurahamarnil. 
PSS-<hoe>-SG3.SB <area.at.base.of>-LK-<house>-SG l EXC.PS 
Our yard has been hoed. 

As derivational affixes, these three affixes may leave the V-base unmarked for mode, or 
they may mark it either for simple causative mode or resembling mode. For example: 

7 .66 KU-um2-<molori>-o Ikuloriol wuu-no. 
SG 1 .SB-SP.TR.CA-<smooth>-SG3.DO hair-SG3.PS 
I smoothed out his hair. 

7 .67 -in-<IJisi>-o-mo IlJinisiomol wuwu. 
PSS.CA-<tooth>-SG3.SB-EM.NF fishtrap 
The fishtrap has already been made (i.e. has been given teeth). 

7 .68 I Maama PoN-<Perete> Imomperetel wala. 
PNM Uncle G.TR.CA-<to.be.level > fence 
Uncle is the one that levels the fences. 



7.69 PoN-<Peguru>-o Imompeguru/ tama atuu. 
G.TR.RS-<to.be.a.teacher>-SG3.SB man that 
That man behaves like a teacher. 

7.70 PoN-<Pesaele>-o Imompesaelel pido. 
G.TR.RS-<to.cradle. in.arms>-SG3.SB bottle 
He cradled a bottle in his arms like a baby. 
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When these affixes occur on a small set of V-stems prefixed by Pe1- or Pe2-, the initial 
prefix of the V-stem is retained as shown in examples 7.68 - 7.70. 

The seven activising affixes are distinguished one from another in the type of semantic 
case, transitivity, or mode with which they mark the V-base. Three of these affixes, te-, Pe1 
and -in- mark the V -base for a referent of the subject in objective semantic case; -in-, 
however, marks the V -stem for a passive action, in which the role of an agent and the 
completion of the action are emphasised, while te- and Pe]- both mark the V-base for an 
intransitive action in which the role of an agent is de-emphasised or non-existent. For 
example: 

7 .7 1 -in-<bigku>-o /biniIJkU/ <puu>-N-<raha>-mami Ipuurahamarni/. 
PSS-<to.hoe>-SG3.SB <area.at.base.of>-LK-<house>-SG l EXC.PS 
Our yard has been hoed. 

7 .72 Te-<Pobigku>-o-mo ItebiIJkuomol <puu>-N-<raha>-ku Ipuurahaku/. 
DE-<to.hoe>-SG3.SB-EM.NF <area.at.base.of>-LK-<house>-SG l .PS 
My yard has been hoed. 

7.73 Te-<Pobigku>-o ItebiIJkul karu-ku. 
UID-<to.hoe>-SG3 .SB foot-SG 1 .PS 
My foot was accidentally chopped with a hoe. 

7 .74 Te-<Pobigku>-o ItebiIJkul koa puu-N-raha-ku Ipuurahaku/. 
AP-<to.hoe>-SG3.SB indeed area.at.base.of-LK-house-SG 1 .PS 
My yard is capable of being hoed. 

7 .75 Pe]-<merete>-o Imeretel wala. 
DE-<to.be.level>-SG3.SB fence 
The fence is level (and capable of being changed or changing). 

7 .76 Pe]-<kae>-o Imekael toJlde. 
ASM-<arm>-SG3.SB glass 
The glass has a handle. 

As demonstrated in examples 7 .72 and 7.73, te- contrasts with Pe]- and -in- in that it can 
mark the V-base for unintended mode or for aptative mode. In example 7.75, Pe1- contrasts 
with -in- by demonstrating the insignificance of an agent, and in example 7.76, it contrasts 
with both -in- and te- by marking the V-base for associative mode. 

Pe1 - contrasts with Pe2- in semantic case. Pe1- marks the V-base for a referent of the 
subject in the objective or associative semantic case, or in a combined agentive/objective case 
while Pe2- only marks the V -base for a referent of the subject in the agentive case, as 
demonstrated in examples 7.75 - 7.8 1 .  
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7.77 Pej-< 'upu>-o Ime'upul maJjaiitau atuu. 
RF-<end>-SG3.SB young.man that 
That young man committed suicide (lit. that young man ended himself). 

7.78 Pej-<gaga>- 'ira Imegaga' iral mia Pej -MR-<koIDbia> Imekokoffibial 
RC-<argue>-DU3.SB person RC-CT-<spouse> 

atuu. 
that 
That married couple is arguing with each other. 

7 .79 Pej-<'owu>-o Ime'owul tama arau. 
ASM-<machete>-SG3.SB man that 
That man is wearing a machete. 

7 .80 Pe2-< tambu>- 'aku Imetaffibu'akul aN- 'inisa la'inisal. 
INT -<scoop>-SG 1 .SB LP-uncooked.rice 
I scooped the rice. 

7 .8 1 Pe2-<su 'uiui>-o-mo Imesu'uluiomol manu. 
CA-<egg>-SG3.SB-EM.NF chicken 
The chicken has laid its eggs. 

The affix -umj- contrasts with Pe2- in that it marks the V-stem for resembling mode. For 
example: 

7 .82 Rundu-umj-<Peieie>-o /lumele/. 
thunder-RS-<to.creep>-SG3.SB 
The thunder rolled slowly like someone creeping. 

Two of these affixes, PoN- and - um2-, mark the V-stem for transitive voice. PoN-, 
however, marks it for a generalised action or a generalised referent of the object, and -um2-
marks it for a specific action or a specific referent of the object. For example: 

7 .83 I Sia PoN-<Pe 'ini> Imo'inil nana 'ote. 
PNM PN G.TR-<to.grasp> child 
Sia was holding onto some children. 

7 .84 I Sia-um2-<Pe 'ini>-o luminiol ana-no. 
PNM PN-SP.TR-<to.grasp>-SG3.DO child-SG3.PS 
Sia grasped her child. 

7 .2 .3  SUBCLASS 3: DV-BASES FORMED BY A DV-PREFIX WITH OR WITHOUT THE LINKING 
-N-

Subclass 3 of Class 2 consists of a set of prefixes that only occur as derivational prefixes. 
(See Chart 7.2.) 
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CHART 7.2: DERN A TIONAL PREFIXES 

State/ Semantic 
Prefix action Transitivity case Mode V-stem 

BRI -- -- -- mitigated state/action 

BR2 -- -- -- intense state 
iterative action -- -- --

mara-N- state -- objective continuative action 
intrinsic 

monte- state -- objective easy intrinsic state/action 

maka-N- state -- objective excessive state/action 
distributive 

moro-N- state -- objective mitigated state 

mana-N- state -- objective olfactory state 

mambe- state reciprocal agentive/ continuative action 
objective 

polo-N- state -- objective solitary sounds 

Poko]-N- action -- objective aptative action 

7.2.3 . 1  DV-BASES MARKED ONLY FOR MODE 

The first two prefixes of this subclass, BRl ,  and BR2, mark the V-base only for mode. 
The initial prefix or infix of the V -stem is always retained when prefixed by one of these 
modal prefixes. 

The first modal prefix, BRI ,  occurs on V-stems that indicate states or actions, marking the 
V -base for mitigated mode. It may be prefixed to the first two syllables of the V -stem, or to 
the first two syllables of the V -root. For example: 

7 .85 BRl-<mahaki>-o /mahamahaki/ ana-ku. 
MT -<to. be.sick>-SG3 .SB child-SG 1 .PS 
My child was rather sick. 

7 .86 BRl -<Po{}kaa>-ko /moIJkaakaako/ koa. 
MT -<to.eat>-SG2.SB only 
You are only eating a little. 

B R I  has two allomorphs: MR and BR. The monosyllabic allomorph is conditioned by 
morphophonemic rules Mp 1 8  or Mp 19, which are repeated below. 

same as CV2 

Mp 19 CV � 0 / #mV(N)_mV 
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Mp 1 8  causes a stressed syllable to go to zero when situated between two syllables both 
beginning with either Ik/ or Ipl and ending in 101 or lui. This rule mainly affects the prefixes 
of complex morphemes. For example: 

7 .87 -N-BR 1 -mo-ko J -<Pel)il)isi>-o ImoIJkokopeIJiIJisii 
MT.OB-<to.smile>-SG l .SB 

<ana>-N-<beine> lanabeinel atuu. 
<girl>-LK-<woman> that 
That young woman is smiling a little. 

Mp 1 9  causes the second syllable of a V-base to go to zero when the initial syllable begins 
with 1m! and the third syllable begins with 1m!. If the vowel of the remaining reduplicated 
syllable is Ia! or lei, that vowel will become 101 according to Mp6 and Mp7, respectively. For 
example: 

7 .88 BR( + mahaki 'to be sick' = mahamahaki 
mahamahaki + Mp 1 8  = mamahaki 
mamahaki + Mp6 = momahaki 'to be a little sick' 

The bisyllabic allomorph occurs in all other environments. 

The second modal prefix, BR2, when occurring on stative V -stems, marks the V -base for 
intense mode. For example: 

7 .89 BR2-<mO 'ai>-o Imo'ai 'ail raha. 
IS-<to.be.burnt>-SG3 .SB house 
The house was totally burnt. 

When occurring on V-stems that indicate actions, it marks the V-base for the iterative 
mode, which indicates that the action or state of the V -stem repeatedly occurs and ceases. For 
example: 

7.90 BR2-<Pol)kita>- 'aku ImoIJkitakita'akul mia. 
ITT -<to.see>-SG 1 .SB person 
I looked at the people again and again. 

Like BR 1 - .  BR2- has two allomorphs: MR and BR. The allomorph MR is conditioned by 
rule Mp 1 8  (see following example), and BR occurs in all other environments. 

7 .9 1 MR-maku-N-<ransa>-o Imakukuransa! mia arau. 
IS-DS-LK-<scaly>-SG3.SB person that 
That person is extremely scaly and scabby all over. 

These two prefixes contrast with one another, and with FV-prefix MR, in the following 
examples: 

7 .92 MR-<Pol)kita>- 'aku ImoIJkikita'akul mia Pe2-<dero> Imoderol. 
CT -<to.see>-SG 1 .SB person CA-<kind.of.circle.dance> 
I was looking at the people dancing the circle dance. 

7.93 BR ( -<Pol)kita>- 'aku> ImoIJkimoIJkita' akul te-dei. 
MT -<to.see>-SG 1 .SB DE-little 
I see just a very little. 



7 .94 BR2-<Pogkita>- 'aku ImoIJkitakita'akul mia. 
ITT -<to.see>-SG 1 .SB person 
I looked at the people again and again. 

7 .95 BRI -<Pogkaa>-ko /moIJkaakaakol koa. 
MT -<to.eat>-SG2.SB only 
You are only eating a little. 

7.2.3.2 DV-BASES MARKED AS STATES OR ACTIONS 
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The next seven prefixes of this subclass, mara-N-, monte-, maka-N-, moro-N-, mana-N-, 
mambe- and polo-N-, mark the V-base as a state, and the last prefix, Poko]-N-, marks it as 
an action. 

As shown in Chart 7.3,  the initial prefix/infix of the V-stem is never deleted when 
prefixed by mara-N, monte- and Poko]-N-, and always deleted when prefixed by moro-N-, 
mambe- and polo-N-. When prefixed by maka-N- and mana-N-, it is always deleted except 
when the initial prefix is ma- or mo-, in which case the initial prefix is optionally deleted. 

CHART 7.3:  DELETION OF THE INITIAL V -STEM PREFIX/INFIX 

Always Optionally Never 
DV-prefix deleted deleted deleted 

mara-N- all -- --

monte- -- -- all 

maka-N- all but ma-, mo- ma-, mo- --

moro-N- all -- --

mana-N- all but ma-, mo- ma-, mo- --

mambe- all -- --

polo-N- all -- --

PokoJ-N- -- -- all 

The first stativising prefix, mara-N-, only occurs on V-stems that indicate actions. It 
marks the V -base for the continuative intrinsic mode (CT.IR), that is, for having an intrinsic 
quality that is continually being realised. For example: 

7 .96 Mara-N-<tebite>-o Imarantebitel ambau-mami. 
CT.IR-LK-<severed>-SG3.SB buffalo-PLl EXC.PS 
Our buffalo has a natural inclination to get severed (from his rope). 

7 .97 Mara-N-<Po 'inu>-o Imarampo' inul i Naina. 
CT.IR-LK-<to.drinb-SG3.SB PNM Aunt 
Aunt has a natural inclination to always be drinking. 

The second stativising prefix, monte-, occurs on active or stative V-stems derived from 
verbs. It marks the V -base for the easy intrinsic mode (EA.IR), that is, for having an 
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intrinsic quality that is easily realised. This prefix has two variations, monte- and moJlde-, 
both of which may occur on the same V -stem. For example: 

7.98 Monte-<mola.gu>-kita ImontemolaIJukitai. 
EA.IR-<drunk>-PL 1 INC.SB 
We have a natural inclination to get drunk easily. 

7 .99 Monte-<tekuda>-o Imondetekudal ama-no. 
EA.IR-<angry>-SG3.SB father-SG3.PS 
His father has a natural inclination to get angry easily. 

The third stativising prefix, maka-N-, occurs on V -stems that indicate both states and 
actions. It marks the V -base for the excessive distributive mode (EC.OS), that is, for a state 
that occurs to an excess over time and space. This prefix has two allomorphs: maka-N-, 
which occurs on V -stems derived from N-bases, or stative or passive V -bases, and tuma-N-, 
which occurs on V-stems derived from V-bases prefixed with Pej- .  The allomorph maka-N­
has the variations maka-N-, maku-N-, moku-N- and mapa-N-. For example: 

7 . 1 00 Maka-N-<lelua>-o Imakalelual nana ' ote. 
EC.OS-LK-<movement>-SG3.SB child 
The child is squirming around (litthe child has all kinds of movements). 

7 . 1 0 1  Maka-N-<mahaki>-o Imakumahakil mia mo-<ta 'u>-no. 
EC.OS-LK-<sick>-SG3.SB person QL-<year(s» -SG3.PS 
His parents have all kinds of different sicknesses in different parts of their 
bodies. 

7 . 1 02 Maka-N-<'ineu>-o Imapa'eu/ kapala. 
EC.OS-LK-<changed>-SG3.SB boat 
The (cargo of the) boat was repeatedly changed to the point of excess. 

7 . 1 03 Maka-N-<mahaki>-o Imokuhakil mia i- 'inia. 
EC.OS-LK-<sicb-SG3.SB person LP-village 
Lots of different people of the village were sick. 

7 . 1 04 Maka-N-<pembuu>-o Itumambuul benu. 
EC.OS-LK-<thud>-SG3.SB coconut 
The coconuts made many 'thudding' sounds (over time and space). 

The variation maka-N- differs from the other three variations of the allomorph maka-N- in 
that it may occur as a complex morpheme with the prefix li-: maka-Ji-. This complex 
morpheme will be discussed in section 7.2.5.2. 

The fourth stativising prefix, moro-N-, only occurs on stative V -stems. It marks the V­
base for the mitigated mode. For example: 

7. 1 05 Moro-N-<motaha>-o Imorontahal lemba-no. 
MT-LK-<red>-SG3.SB shirt-SG3 .PS 
Her shirt was a reddish colour. 

7 . 1 06 Moro-N-<toIJawoIJi> ImorontolJawolJi/ 
MT -LK -<midnight> 
He returned around midnight. 

i-PeJ-kule lipekule/. 
SG3.SB-RF-return 
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The fifth stativising prefix, mana-N-, only occurs on V -stems that indicate states. It marks 
the V -base for the olfactory mode (OL), that is, for smelling like the V -stem. For example: 

7 . 1 07 Mana-N-<taku>-o Imanantakul bam andio. 
OL-LK-<gourd>-SG3.SB palm.wine this 
This palm wine smells like a gourd. 

7 . 1 08 Mana-N-<mo 'olo>-o Imanamo'olol inu-a atuu. 
OL-LK-<sour>-SG3.SB drink-NM that 
That drink smells sour. 

The sixth stativising prefix, mambe-, only occurs on V-stems indicating actions. It marks 
the V-base as a reciprocal action in the continuative mode. Thus, it describes a state in which 
a reciprocal action is continually performed. For example: 

7 . 1 09 Mambe-<Pompehohawa>- ' ira Imambepehohawa'ira!. 
RC.CT-<to.love>-PL3.SB 
They have a long, enduring love for each other. 

7 . 1 1 0 Mambe-<Pesulo>- 'ira Imambesulo' ira! mia arau. 
RC.CT-<to seek revenge>-PL3.SB person that 
Those people are (in a state of) continually seeking revenge with one another. 

The last stativising prefix, polo-N-, occurs on V-stems that indicate sounds. It marks the 
V-base for the solitary mode (SL), in which the state described in the V-stem only occurs 
once. For example: 

7 . 1 1 1  Polo-N-<PeIDbuu>-o Ipolombuul benu. 
SL-LK-<thud>-SG3.SB coconut 
The coconut made a single 'thudding' sound. 

The only activising prefix of this subclass, Poko-N-, only occurs on V -stems that indicate 
actions. It marks the V-base for the aptative mode (AP), which indicates that the V-stem has 
the potential to occur. For example: 

7 . 1 1 2 Poko-N-<te 'eme>-o Imokonte'emel ana-no. 
AP-LK-<to.urinate>-SG3.SB child-SG3.PS 
His child has to urinate. 

7 . 1 1 3 Nahi ku-Poko-N-<PoIJkaa> /kupokompoIJkaa!. 
not SG I .SB-AP-LK-<to.eat> 
I couldn' t  eat. 

The prefixes mara-N-, monte-, as well as the two FV -prefixes mo-N- and ma-N-, all 
mark the V -base for a type of intrinsic mode: mara-N- marks it for continuative intrinsic 
mode, monte- for easy intrinsic mode, mo-N- for intrinsic mode, and ma-N- for intense 
intrinsic mode. These prefixes are contrasted in the following five examples: 

7 . 1 1 4  Nana ' ote atuu mara-N-<Pekuu> Imarampekuui. 
child that CT.IR-LK-<to.dive> 
That child has the natural inclination to always be diving in the water. 

7 . 1 1 5 Mara-N-<tekuda>-o Imarantekuda! ama-no. 
CT.IR-LK-<angry>-SG3.SB father-SG3.PS 
His father has a natural inclination to always get angry. 
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7 . 1 1 6 Monte-<tekuda>-o Imondetekudal ama-no. 
EA.IR-<angry>-SG3 .SB father-SG3.PS 
His father has a natural inclination to get angry easily. 

7 . 1 1 7 Nana 'ote atuu mo-N-<Pekuu>-o Imo1Jkuul aN- 'uwoi la'uwoil. 
child that IR-LK-<to.dive>-SG3.SB LP-water 
That child has a natural inclination to dive. 

7 . 1 1 8 Nana 'ote atuu ma-N-<Pekuu>-o Imaukuul aN- 'uwoi la'uwoi/. 
child that IS. IR-LK-<to.dive>-SG3 .SB LP-water 
1 .  That child can dive under the water for a long time. 
2. That child has a natural inclination to dive in the water to the point of 
excess. 

The prefixes mara-N- and mambe- mark the V-base for a continuative mode: mara-N-, 
however, marks it for the continuative intrinsic mode while mambe- marks it for a state of 
reciprocity in the continuative mode, as shown in the following two examples: 

7 . 1 1 9 Mara-N-<PesuJo>-o Imarampesulol mia arau. 
CT.IR-LK-<to.seek.revenge>-SG3.SB person that 
That person has the natural inclination to always be seeking revenge. 

7 . 1 20 Mambe-<Pesulo>-o Imambesulo' iral mia arau. 
RC.CT -<to.seek.revenge>-SG3.SB person that 
Those people are (in a state of) continually seeking revenge with one another. 

The prefix poJo-N- contrasts with maka-N- in that poJo-N- marks the V -base for singular 
mode and maka-N- marks the V -base for excessive distributive mode. For example: 

7 . 1 2 1  PoJo-N-<Pembuu>-o Ipolombuu/ benu. 
SL-LK-<to.thud>-SG3.SB coconut 
The coconut made a single 'thudding' sound. 

7. 1 22 Maka-N-<Peffibuu>-o Itumambuu/ benu. 
EC.DS-LK-<to.thud>-SG3.SB coconut 
The coconuts made many 'thudding' sounds over time and space. 

The prefix moro-N- contrasts with the other stative prefixes in that it marks the V -base for 
mitigated mode, and Poko-N- contrasts with the stative prefixes in that it marks the V -base as 
an action in aptative mode. For example: 

7 . 1 23 Moro-N-<mo 'oJo>-o Imoro'olol taipa. 
MT -LK-<sour>-SG3.SB mango 
The mango is a little sour. 

7 . 1 24 Poko-N-<te ' eme>-o Imokonte' emel ana-no. 
AP-LK-<to.urinate>-SG3 .SB child-SG3.PS 
His child has to urinate. 

7.2.4 SUBCLASS 4: DV -BASES FORMED BY A SINGLE SUFFIX 

Subclass 4 of DV -base Class 2 consists of DV -bases formed by a stem derived from a V­
base and one of four suffixes. (See Chart 7.4.) 
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CHART 7.4: SUFFIXES THAT OCCUR SINGULARLY ON DV-STEMS 

Semantic case Grammatical case 
Suffix of the object of the object Mode V-stem 

-ki excessive state/action -- --

-kipi -- -- intense excessive state/action 

-piki -- -- arbitrary state/action 

-Ii distributive state/action -- --

-si intense state/action -- --

-wi continuative action -- --

-akO] benefactive, dative -- action 
instrumental, 
or associative 

-ako2 -- locative directional action 

-Iako -- -- moving action 

The suffix -akO] can be suffixed to V-stems derived from any class of V-bases. When 
suffixed to a V -stem that already has been suffixed, the original suffix is retained except 
when the suffix is the allomorph -aka of the suffix -ako2, in which case it is always deleted. 

The suffixes -ki, -kipi and -piki can be suffixed to V-stems that are almost all derived 
from V -bases that indicate actions even though they occasionally occur on stative V -stems. 
They can occur on V -stems already suffixed by the other members of this subclass. When 
the V -stem is derived from a V -base that is already suffixed, then the original suffix is 
optionally deleted. For example: 

7 . 1 25 <.Fe] teahi>-ki-o Imeteakil magaJitau atuu nde 
<to.stiffen.o.s.>-EC-SG3.SB young. man that because 

mara-N-<Pe 'u 'ua> Imarampe'u'ual. 
CT.IR-LK-<to.fight> 
That young man is always gathering up his courage anywhere, anytime, for 
any reason because he has a natural inclination to fight. 

7 . 1 26 <Pe2siwui>-ki-o Imesiwuki/ beine atuu. 
<to.pour.hot.water.on.s . t.>-EC-SG3.SB woman that 
That woman pours hot water without knowing the proper method. 

The remaining suffixes of this subclass can only be suffixed to unsuffixed V-stems: -si 
can be suffixed to V -stems that indicate states or actions, -Ii and -ako2 to transitive or 
intransitive V -stems, -wi only to transitive V -stems, and -Iako only to intransitive V -stems. 

The first suffix of this subclass is -ki, which marks the V -base for the excessive mode 
(EC), in which the action or state of the V -stem occurs anywhere, at any time, and/or for any 
reason to the point of excess. For example: 
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7 .  1 27 <Petonda.>-ki-o Imetondakil uai-no. 
<to.follow>-EC-SG3.SB younger.sibling-SG3.PS 
His younger brother follows any and everyone. 

7 . 1 28 < Maroa.>-ki-o Imaroakil petaoa atuu. 
<noisy>-EC-SG3.SB wedding that 
That wedding was too loud and disorderly without any reason. 

The suffix -ki has two allomorphs: -ki and -pi. The allomorph -pi is conditioned by 
morphophonemic rule Mp20, which states that -ki becomes -pi when suffixed to a V -stem 
with a velar consonant. For example: 

7 . 1 29 Si (0 )-<Pookaa.>-ki IpoI]kaapil <wua.>-N-<keu> IwuaI]keu/. 
don't SG2.IT -<to.eat>-EC <fruit>-LK-<tree> 
Don't eat any old kind of fruit. 

7 . 1 30 Mia arau <Pe 'aIJga.>-ki Ime'alJgapil lahi. 
person that <to.grasp>-EC too. much 
That person takes things that don't belong to him (lit. that person grabs onto 
any old thing too often). 

The second suffix of this subclass is -kipi. This suffix marks the V -base for intense 
excessive mode (lS .EC), which indicates an action or state that is very arbitrary and very 
excessive. For example: 

7 .  1 3  I <Pookaa>-kipi-ko ImolJkaakipikol lahi bou rno-boo. 
<to.eat>-IS .EC-SG2.SB too. much fish QL-rotten 
You're eating rotten fish too much. 

7 . 1 32 <Petonda.>-kipi-o Imetondakipil uai-no. 
<to.follow>-IS.EC-SG3 .SB younger.sibling-SG3.PS 
His younger brother too often follows any and everyone, whether it is proper 
or not, whether he has a reason or not. 

The third suffix of this subclass is -piki. This suffix marks the V-base for arbitrary mode 
(AR), which indicates an action or state that occurs for an arbitrary reason. For example: 

7 .  1 3 3  <Petollda>-piki-o Imetondapikil uai-no. 
<to.follow>-AR-SG3.SB younger.sibling-SG3.PS 
His younger brother follows for any old reason. 

7. 1 34 <Masusa.>-piki-o Imasusapikil beine atuu. 
<to.be.sad>-AR-SG3.SB woman that 
That woman is sad for any old reason. 

The suffix -piki has two allomorphs: -piki and -liki. The allomorph -liki is conditioned by 
Mp2 1 .  which states that -piki becomes -liki when suffixed to a V -stem with a labial 
consonant in its V -root. For example: 

7 . 1 35 <Pepau>-piki-o Imepaulikil nana 'ote ko/-dei. 
<to.talb-AR-SG3,SB child ME-little 
The baby is talking without any reason. 



7. 1 3 6  <Pebinta>-piki-o Imebintalikil mia arau. 
<to.leave>-AR-SG3.SB person that 
That person leaves for the slightest reason. 

103 

The fourth independent suffix is -Ii. This suffix marks the V-base for distributive mode 
(DS), which indicates that the action of the V -stem occurs randomly over time and/or space. 
For example: 

7. 1 37 <Memata>-li-o Imematalil i Ede. 
<to.look>-DS-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Ede is letting his eyes wander in every direction. 

7. 1 38 <Meh&Jge>-li- 'aku ImehelJgeli'akul. 
<to.cough>-DS-SG 1 .SB 
I have a bad spasmodic cough. 

The fifth independent suffix is -si. This suffix marks the V -base for intense mode, which 
indicates an action or state that occurs to a greater degree than normal. For example: 

7. 1 39 <Pekaru>-si-kita Imekarusikital ba i-um2-kiki-kita likikikital 
<to.scratch>-IS-PL l INC.SB if SG3.SB-SP.TR-to.bite-PL l INC.DO 

tiporo. 
mosquito 
We scratch very hard and a lot when a mosquito bites us. 

7 . 1 40 <Pebinta>-si-o Imebintasil mia arau. 
<to.leave>-IS-SG3.SB person that 
That person suddenly left. 

7 . 1 4 1  <Marero>-si-o Imarerosil sam be '  e-ku. 
<rnischievous>-IS-SG3.SB friend-SG 1 .PS 
My friend is very mischievous. 

The sixth independent suffix is -wi. This suffix marks the V-base for continuative mode, 
which indicates an action that continues over a period of time through repetition or 
prolongation. For example: 

7 . 1 42 <SinaJo>-wi-o Isinalowil inahu. 
<to. be. rnixed>-CT -SG 3 .SB vegetable 
Many different vegetables are mixed together. 

7 . 1 43 I-<'umandu>-wi-o li' anduwiol kompo-ku. 
SG3.SB-<to.massage>-CT -SG3.DO belly-SG 1 .PS 
She repeatedly massaged my belly. 

This suffix has two allomorphs that occur singly on V-bases: -wi, as shown in examples 
7. 142 and 7 . 143,  and -ri, as shown in example 7 . 144. The occurrence of these allomorphs is 
conditioned by the particular V -stems to which they are suffixed. 

7 . 1 44 Nana 'ote arau <Petoflda>-ri-o Imetondaril aN- 'ine-no la'ineno/. 
child that <to.follow>-CT-SG3.SB LP-mother-SG3.PS 
That child is always following his mother. 

The seventh independent suffix of this subclass is -ak01. This suffix allows the V-base to 
take an additional object occurring in the dative grammatical case. Regardless of the valency 
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of the V -base, this object is referred to as the indirect object (10). The semantic case of this 
object �ay be benefactive, instrumental or associative. For example: 

7 . 1 45 0 api <saki>-ako j Isakiakol onae-no. 
CN fire <to.ignite>-IO SG3-SG3.PS 
The fire started on its own. 

7 . 146 0 sandu <Poiaho>-akoj Imolahoakol mia ma-N-<haki> Imahakil 
CN midwife <to.make.steam>-IO person IS-LK-<sickness> 

<iewe>-N-<ta 'umbu> Ilewenta'umbu/. 
<leaf>-LK-<k.o.leaf> 
The midwife made a vapour for the sick by using ta 'umbu leaves. 

7 . 1 47 <Po 'ia>-akoj- 'aku Imo' iaako' akul karu mo-N-<be1a> Imobelal. 
<to.reside>-IO-SG l .SB foot QL-LK-<wound> 
1 'm staying at home because of a wounded foot. 

The eighth suffix of this subclass is -ako2, which marks the V -base for the directional 
mode, in which the action of the V -stem is directed towards a location or goal. When the goal 
of the action is stated, it occurs in the grammatical locative case, which is marked by a 
locative prefix. For example: 

7 . 1 48 <Hawe>-ako2-o /haweakol i-Dale. 
<to.arrive>-DR-SG3.SB LP-PN 
He went as far as Dale. 

This suffix has six allomorphs: -ako, -mako, -{)ako, -pako, -rako and -tako. The 
occurrence of these allomorphs is conditioned by the particular V-stems, to which they are 
suffixed. For example: 

7 . 1 49 <Pekuu>-ak02-o Imekuumakol bou. 
<to.dive>-DR-SG3.SB fish 
The fish dived downwards (and disappeared). 

7 . 1 50 Nahi i-<Ponto 'ori>-ako2 liponto'oriIJakol ie1e. 
not SG3.SB-<to.know>-DR news 
He did not know about the news. 

7 . 1 5 1  Aku <Po 'asi>-ako2 Imo'asipakol wunta 
SG 1 .F <to.clamp>-DR letter 

aN-<'api>-N-<rere> la'apirere/. 
LP-<layer>-N-<wall> 
I 'm going to clamp this letter under one of the shingles that make up the wall. 

7 . 1 52 <Petutu>-ako2-kOmiU Imetuturakokorniul Pej -pa-<guru> Imepaguru/. 
<to.go.directl y>-DR -SG2R.SB DE-CA-<teacher> 
You are very diligent in your studies (lit. you are directed Ifocused/ without 
digressions in studying). 

7 . 1 5 3  <Po 'ia>-ako2-o Ime' iatakol koffibia-no. 
<to.reside>-DR-SG3.SB spouse-SG3 .PS 
Her husband catatonically stays in one place. 
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The ninth suffix of this subclass is -iako, which marks the V -base for the moving mode 
(MV), in which the action of the V-stem is executed while the referent of the subject is in 
motion. For example: 

7 . 1 54 <Tedupa>-iako- 'aku Itedupalako'aku/. 
<to.bump.into.s.t .>-MV-SG 1 .SB 
I groped around bumping into things. 

7 . 1 55 <Pesuum be>-iako-o Imesuu mbelakol ama-no. 
<to.extend.both.legs>-MV -SG3.SB father-SG3.PS 
His father played (with his children) by swinging them on his legs. 

The suffixes -lei, -lei pi and -pilei are distinguished by the type of mode for which they 
mark the V -base. For example: 

7 . 1 56 <Petonda>-lei-o Imetondakil uai-no. 
<to.follow>-EC-SG3.SB younger.sibling-SG3 .PS 
His younger brother follows any and everyone. 

7 . 1 5 7  <Petonda>-leipi-o Imetondakipil uai-no. 
<to.follow>-IS .EC-SG3 .SB younger.sibling-SG3.PS 
His younger brother too often follows any and everyone, whether it is proper 
or not, whether he has a reason or not. 

7 . 1 58 <Petonda>-pilei-o /metondapikil uai-no. 
<to.follow>-AR -SG 3.  SB younger.sibling -SG 3 .PS 
His younger brother follows for any old reason. 

The suffixes -ii, -wi and -si are all very similar in meaning: -li, however, indicates that an 
irregular repetition of the V -base is dispersed over time or space, -wi indicates a regular 
repetition in one place, and -si indicates intensity which may modify the action as one intense 
act or a series of intense acts. For example: 

7 . 1 59 <Memata>-li-o Imematalil i Ede. 
<to.look>-DS-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Ede is letting his eyes wander in every direction. 

7 . 1 60 I-<'umandu>-wi-o Ii' anduwiol kompo-ku. 
SG3.SB-<to.massage>-CT -SG3.DO belly-SG 1 .PS 
She repeatedly massaged my belly. 

7 . 1 6 1  <Pebinta>-si-o Imebintasil mia arau. 
<to.leave>-IS-SG3.SB person that 
That person suddenly left. 

The suffix -akoJ is distinguished from the others in this subclass in that it is the only one 
that enables the V -base to take an additional object, as demonstrated in the following 
example: 

7 . 1 62 0 sandu <Poiaho>-ako J Imolahoakol mia ma-N-<haki> Imahakil 
CN midwife <to.make.stearn>-IO person IS-LK-<sickness> 

<lewe>-N-<ta 'umbu> /lewenta'umbu/. 
<leaf>-LK -<k. o.leaf> 
The midwife made a vapour for the sick by using ta 'umbu leaves. 
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The suffixes -ako2 and -lako contrast with one another in that -ako2 indicates a direction 
towards a goal while -lako indicates movement without a specific direction, as demonstrated 
in the following examples: 

7 . 1 63 <Hawe>-ako2-o Ihaweako/ i-Dale. 
<to.arrive>-DR-SG3.SB LP-PN 
He went as far as Dale. 

7 . 1 64 <Tedupa>-lako- 'aku /tedupalako' aku/. 
<to.bump.into.s.t .>-MV -SG 1 .SB 
I groped around bumping into things. 

7 .2 .5  SUBCLASS 5 :  DV-BASES FORMED BY COMPLEX MORPHEMES THAT ARE PREFIXED 
AND/OR INFIXED TO THE V -STEM 

Subclass 5 consists of DV -bases that are formed by a V -stem derived from an N- or V­
base and one of nineteen complex morphemes that are prefixed or infixed to the V -stem. (See 
Chart 7 .5 .)  

Except for ka-BR2- and k02-BR2-, the initial prefix or infix of these complex morphemes 
or the prefix after BR 1 can occur singly on a V -stem and retains part or all of the semantic 
information that it carries as a single affix. These initial prefixes and infixes make the V -base 
a state or an action and mark it for transitivity and semantic case. Whenever the transitive 
prefix PoN- is listed as the initial prefix or the prefix after BRI-, it can be substituted for the 
transitive infix -um2- or the passive infix -in-. 

7.2.5 . 1 DV-BASES UNMARKED AS STATES OR ACTIONS 

There are two complex morphemes, ka-BR2- and k02-BR2-, that do not mark the V-base 
as a state or an action. With these two complex morphemes, if the V -stem is a state, then the 
V -base will be a state; if the V -stem is an action, the V -base will be either a de-emphasised, 
simple intransitive or anti passive action. When either of these complex morphemes occurs on 
a V -stem derived from a V -base, the initial prefix/infix of the V -stem is optionally deleted. 

The complex morpheme ka-BR2- occurs only on a few V -stems. It marks the V -base for 
intense mode, which indicates a state or an action that occurs to a degree greater than normal, 
or for intense continuative mode (IS.CT), which indicates a state or an action that continues 
without ever stopping. For example: 

7 . 1 65 Ka-BR2-<Pentaea>-o /kantaentaea/ api. 
IS-<to.spread.out>-SG3 .SB fire 
The fire suddenly started and spread all over. 

7 . 1 66 Ka-BR2-<lumpa>-o /kalumpalumpa/ pana 'api. 
IS .CT-<to.bang>-SG3 .SB gun 
The guns were always making a banging sound. 



a 
b 

CHART 7.5: COMPLEX MORPHEMES PREFIXED TO DV -STEMS 
Complex State/ 
morpheme action Transitivity Semantic case Mode V-stem 
ka-BR2a -- -- intense states/actions --

intense continuative 
k02-BR2a -- -- -- excessive-continuative states/actions 

arbitrary-continuative 
N-BRI -mo-ko1- state -- objective mitigated-observational actions 
maka-li-N- state -- objective excessive-distributive states 
Pe1-um1- action de-emphasised objective continuative states/actions 
PoN-Pe1- action transitive experiential observational states 

agentive experiential states/actions 
Pompe-BR2- action simple intransitive agentive imitative states/actions 
um1-BRl- action simple intransitive agentive resembling states 
um1-BR2- action simple intransitive agentive continuative states/actions 
Pe2-te- action antipassive agentive -- states/actions 
PoN-Poko 1 -N-b action transitive agentive aptative actions 
PoN-Po_b action transitive agentive simple causative states/actions 

intended-causative states/actions 
PoN-Poko2-N-b action transitive agentive simple causative states/actions 

resembling -causative states/actions 
PoN-pa-b action transitive agentive simple causative states/actions 

specific-causative states/actions 
PoN-Pe2-b action transitive agentive simple causative states 

permanent -causati ve states 
BRI-PoN-Po-b action transitive agentive mitigated-causative states/actions 
PoN-pasi-N-b action transitive agentive unintended-causative states/actions 
Pe2-Pe1- action anti passive agentive requesting states/actions 
te-po- action reciprocal objective unintended actions 

See section 7.2.5. 1 for a discussion of transitivity and semantic case for these complex morphemes. 
The PoN- in these complex morphemes is the same generalised transitive prefix discussed in section 7.2.2.3 (see p.92). It may be substituted 
by the specific transitive infix - um2-, or the passive infix -in-. 
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The complex morpheme k02-BR2- occurs on a large number of V -stems. It marks the V­
base for excessive continuative mode (EC.CT), in which an action or state continues beyond 
the normal limits, or for arbitrary continuative mode (AR.CT), in which an action or state 
occurs arbitrarily, often in the wrong manner, towards the wrong patient, without a proper 
reason, or without the proper skill. For example: 

7. 1 67 K02-BR2 -<rea.>-o /koreareaJ uJu-no. 
EC.CT-<blood>-SG3 .SB head-SG3 .PS 
His head won't stop bleeding (lit. his head continued bleeding beyond normal 
expectations). 

7. 1 68 K02-BR2-<1umpa.>-o IkolumpalumpaJ pana 'api. 
EC.CT-<to.bang>-SG3.SB gun 
The guns were repeatedly making a banging sound to the point of excess. 

7 . 1 69 K02-BR2-<Pe1Jgere>-o /kolJgereIJgerel dahu-no. 
AR.CT -<to.growl>-SG3.SB dog-SG3.SB 
His dog is always growling at any and everything. 

7 . 1 70 K02-BR2-<Pepau>-o /kopaupaul i Ede. 
AR.CT-<to.talk>-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Ede constantly talks about things that he doesn't know anything about. 

These two complex morphemes contrast in mode as demonstrated below: 

7 . 1 7 1  Ka-BR2-<Jumpa.>-o IkalumpalumpaJ pana 'api. 
IS.CT -<to.bang>-SG3.SB gun 
The guns were always making a banging sound. 

7 . 1 72 K02-BR2-<Jumpa.>-o IkolumpalumpaJ pana 'api. 
EC.CT -<to.bang>-SG3.SB gun 
The guns were repeatedly making a banging sound to the point of excess. 

7.2.5 .2 DV-BASES MARKED AS STATES 

Two of the complex morphemes in this subclass, -N-BRJ-mo-koJ - and maka-li-N-, mark 
the V -base as a state and the subject NP as a patient. These two complex morphemes always 
occur with the linking -N-. When -N- occurs with -N-BRt -mo-koJ-, it is always prefixed to 
the first ko-. 

The initial prefix of the V-stem is optionally deleted when prefixed by -N-BR t -mo-ko]­
and always deleted when prefixed by maka-li-N- except when the initial prefix of the V -stem 
is ma- or mo-, in which case it is optionally deleted. 

-N-BRJ-mo-koJ-, which occurs as moOkoko- according to Mp 18,  occurs on either active 
or stative V-stems, which are all derived from V-bases. It marks the V-base for mitigated 
observational mode (MT.OB), which indicates a mitigated state that is observed or perceived 
by either intuition, internal feeling, the senses or the intellect. For example: 

7 . 1 73 -N-BR t -mo-ko]- <Poturi>- 'aku /moIJkokoturi' aku/. 
MT.OB-<to.sleep>-SG I .SB 
I rather feel as if I could sleep. 



7. 1 74 -N-BR 1 -mo-ko j -<PeIJese>-o Imol]kokopel]esel ine-no. 
MT.OB-<to.cry>-SG3.SB mother-SG3.PS 
His mother rather felt as if she would cry. 

7 . 1 75 -N-BR1 -mo-koj-N- <te 'eme>-o Imol]kokonte'emel ana-no. 
MT.OB-LK-<to.urinate>-SG3.SB child-SG3.PS 
His child feels a little as if he has to urinate. 

109 

-N-BR 1 -mo-koj- has been established as a unique complex morpheme, rather than B R 1  
being prefixed to a V-stem prefixed by mo-koj- because -N-BR ] -mo-koj- occurs o n  many 
more V-stems than does mo-koj- . 

The complex morpheme maka-li only occurs on V -stems that indicates states :  maka-li-N­
marks the V -base for excessive distributive mode, which indicates a state that occurs over 
time and/or space to the point of excess. For example: 

7 . 1 76 Maka-li-N-<pau>-o Imakalimpaul mia arau. 
EC.DS-<talk>-SG3.SB person that 
That person does a lot of talking, a lot of which is not true. 

7. 1 77 Maka-li-N-<'api>-o Imakali'api/ wunta. 
EC.DS-<layer>-SG3.SB paper 
The papers were piled in an extremely disorderly way. 

These two complex morphemes contrast with each other and with mo-koj- and maka-N­
in mode, as demonstrated in the following examples. 

7 . 1 78 -N-BR I -mo-koj-<Poturi>- 'aku Imol]kokoturi' aku/. 
MT.OB-<to.sleep>-SG I .SB 
I rather feel as if I could sleep. 

7 . 1 79 Mo-koj-<ma 'iso>-aku Imoko' iso' aku/. 
OB-<stuffy>-SG 1 .SB 
I am perspiring (lit. I am internally experiencing stuffiness). 

7 . 1 80 Maka-li-N-<'api>-o Imakali'apil wunta. 
EC.DS-<layer>-SG3.SB paper 
The papers were piled in an extremely disorderly way. 

7 . 1 8 1  Maka-N-<lelua>-o Imakalelual nana ' ote. 
EC.DS-LK-<movement>-SG3.SB child 
The child is squirming around (lit. the child has all kinds of movements). 

7.2.5.3 DV-BASES MARKED AS ACTIONS 

Fifteen of the complex morphemes in this subclass mark the V-base as an action: Pe}­
um1 -, PoN-Pe1 -, Pompe-BR2-, um1-BR 1 -, um}-BR2-, Pe2-te-, PoN-Poko1 -N-, PoN-Po-, 
PoN-Poko2-N-, PoN-pa-, PoN-Pe2-, BR1 -PoN-Po-, PoN-pasi-N-, Pe2-Pe}- and te-po-. 
Subsets of these complex morphemes also mark the V-base for transitivity, semantic case, 
and mode. 

As mentioned earlier (see section 7.2.2.3), the PoN- in PoN-PokoJ-N-, PoN-Po-, PoN­
POk02-N, PoN-pa-, PON-Pe2-,  BR1 -PoN-Po- and PoN-pasi-N- is the generalised transitive 
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prefix, which may be substituted by the specific transitive infix -um2- or the passive infix 
-in-. 

Three of the complex morphemes, PoN-Pokoj-N-, PoN-Poko2-N- and PoN-pasi-N-, 
occur with the linking -N-. 

As demonstrated in Chart 7.6, the initial prefix or infix of the V-stem is either always 
deleted, optionally deleted or never deleted depending upon the complex morpheme, or in 
some cases, upon the initial prefix of the V -stem. 

CHART 7.6: DELETION OF THE INITIAL PREFIXIINFIX OF THE V -STEM 

Complex Always Optionally Never 
morpheme deleted deleted deleted 

Pe] -um]- all 

PON-Pel - 1 .  Pej-
2. all except Pe2-

Pompe-BR2- all 
um]-B R J - all 
um]-BR2- all 
Pe2-te- all 
PoN-Poko]-N- all 
PoN-Po- PoN-, Po-set of Pe2- all but PoN, 

Po-set of Pe2-

PoN-Poko2-N- Pe]-, Pe2- all but Pej-, Pe2-

PoN-pa- all 
PoN-Pe2- all 

BRJ -PoN-Po- all 
PoN-pasi-N- all 
Pe2-Pe]- all but ma-, mo- ma-, mo-

The first activising complex morpheme is Pej -umj -, which occurs on V-stems that 
indicate states or actions. Pej -umj - marks the V-base as a de-emphasised action in the 
continuative mode with the referent of the subject in the objective semantic case. For 
example: 

7 . 1 82 Pej -umj-<'aIJi>-o Ime'umaJ)i/ ntu 'u. 
CT-<wind>-SG3.SB very.much 
It is really windy. 

7 . 1 83 Pej -um]-<PoIJkaa>-o Imekumaal rasa-no. 
CT -<to.eat>-SG3.SB skin.disease-SG3.PS 
His skin disease is spreading. 
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The second activising complex morpheme is PoN-Pej-. It marks the V-base as a transitive 
with the referent of the subject either in the experiential or agentive semantic case. It also 
marks the V -base for the observational mode, in which the referent of the subject perceives a 
state by intuition, internal feeling, the senses or the intellect. For example: 

7 . 1 84 PoN-Pej-<molea>- 'aku Imompemolea'akul inahu. 
OB-<spicy>-SG I .SB vegetable 
1 .  I perceive that the vegetables are spicy. 
2. The vegetables seem spicy to me. 

7 . 1 85 PoN-PeJ-<mo 'ahi>- 'aku Imompemo'ahi'akul saIJgara. 
OB-<sweet>-SG 1 .SB cookie 
1 .  I perceive that the cookies are sweet. 
2. The cookies seem sweet to me. 

In a few isolated cases, the prefix of a V-base will be deleted when prefixed by PoN-Pej-. In 
these cases, the V-base is marked for testing mode (TS), in which a state is directly tested by 
tasting, touching or lifting. For example: 

7 . 1 86 PoN-Pej-<mo 'ahi>- 'aku Imompe'ahi'akul saIJgara. 
TS-<sweet>-SG I .SB cookie 
I tried the cookies to see if they were sweet. 

The third activising complex morpheme is Pompe-BR2-, which occurs on V-stems that 
indicate states or actions. It marks the V-base as a simple intransitive action in the imitative 
mode (lM), in which the referent of the subject intentionally imitates the action or state of the 
V -stem. For example: 

7 . 1 87 Pompe-BR2-<molea>- 'aku Imompemolemolea'aku/. 
lM -<spicy>-SG 1 .SB 
I was pretending that something was spicy. 

7 . 1 88 Pompe-BR2-<Podoa>-o Imompedoadoal nana 'ote. 
lM-<to.count>-SG3.SB child 
The children are pretending to count. 

The fourth activising complex morpheme is umj-BR t -, which occurs on V-stems that 
indicate states .  It marks the V -base as a simple intransitive action in the mitigated resembling 
mode (MT.RS), in which the referent of the subject performs an action that somewhat 
resembles the state of the V-stem in a metaphoric way. The allomorph MR of BRt  always 
occurs with this complex morpheme. For example: 

7. 1 89 Umj-BRt-<taku 'ihi>- 'ira ltumotaku'ihi'iral oJIdae i Maama. 
MT.RS-<contents.of.a.gourd>-SG3R.SB SG3R PNM Uncle 
Uncle plainly told us what was on his mind. 

7 . 1 90 Umj-BRl -< 'ambau>-o lumo'ambau/ i Ede. 
MT.RS-<buffalo>-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Ede is walking on all fours like a buffalo (i.e. crawling). 

The fifth activising complex morpheme is umj-BR2-, which occurs on V-stems that 
indicate actions. It marks the V-base as simple intransitive in the continuative mode. For 
example: 
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7 . 1 9 1  Umj-BR2-<Peho{]i>- 'ira lhumolJiholJi' ira! beine atuu. 
CT-<to.chatter>-DU3.SB woman that 
Those two women are continually talking about everything. 

7 . 1 92 Umj-BR2-<Pe 'ase>-o lumase'asel kombia-no. 
CT -<to.gossip>-SG3.SB spouse-SG3 .PS 
His wife is continually gossiping. 

The sixth activising complex morpheme is Pe2-te-, which occurs on V-stems that indicate 
states and actions. It marks the V -base as an antipassive action. For example: 

7 . 1 93 Pe2- te-<Pebaba>- ' ira Imetebaba' ira! d1dae i 
AN-<be.carried.in.a.sarong>-SG3R.SB SG3R PNM 
Grandmother was carrying (a child) slung in a sarong. 

7 . 1 94 Pe2-te-<Pe 'awi>-o Imete'awil i Sia. 
AN-<to.be.held.in.a.lap>-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Sia held (someone) in her lap. 

ue. 
grandparent 

The seventh activising complex morpheme is PoN-Pokoj-N-, which occurs on V-stems 
derived from V -bases marked for a subject in the agentive semantic case. It marks the V -base 
as transitive in the aptative mode, in which the action of the V -base has a potential to occur. 
For example: 

• 

7 . 1 95 PoN-Poko j-N-<Pona{]i>-o Imompokonauil iwali. 
AP-<to.win>-SG3.SB enemy 
The enemy is capable of winning. 

7 . 1 96 PoN-Pokoj-N-<Pekule>- 'aku Imompokompekule'akul koa. 
AP-<to.return>-SG 1 .SB EM 
I can indeed return. 

PoN-Pokoj -N- is treated as a complex morpheme here instead of the single prefix PoN­
being prefixed to a V-stem beginning in Pokoj-N- because of the optional deletion of the 
initial prefix of the V -stem. When Poko j- occurs singularly on a V -stem, the initial prefix of 
the V-stem is never deleted. (See section 7.2.3.2.) 

The next seven complex morphemes of this subclass mark the V -base as transitive and 
causative with the referent of the subject in the agentive semantic case. Four of these, PoN­
Po-, PoN-Poko2-N-, PoN-pa- and PON-Pe2-, are very similar in meaning and contrast in 
only a few examples: PoN-Po- and PoN-Poko2 -N- occur most frequently. PoN-Po­
primarily occurs on V-stems derived from transitive V-bases, whereas PoN-Poko2-N­
primarily occurs on V-stems derived from intransitive and stative V-bases. For example: 

7 . 1 97 I Sia PoN-Po-<Po{]kita>-o Imompokita! lemba. 
PNM PN G.TR-CA-<to.see>-SG3.SB dress 
Sia showed off some dresses. 

7 . 1 98 Ku-um2-POk02-N-<Pekule>-o Ikupokompekuleol nana ' ote. 23 
SG 1 .SB-SP.TR-CA-LK-<to.return>-SG3.DO child 
I made the child return. 

2 3 Note that in this example, as in many of the following examples, PoN- is replaced by -um2- whenever 
the action or the direct object is specific. (See section 7.2.2.3, p.92 and section 7.2.5.3, p.109.) 
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They both, however, occur on V-stems derived from stative V-bases without affixation 
and from a set of intransitive V -bases. In many cases, there is not a difference in meaning 
between the V-bases prefixed by PoN-Po- or by PoN-Poko2-N-. In other cases, PoN-Po- is 
used when an agent intentionally produces an action or state, (i.e. intended causative mode 
(ID.CA)), and PoN-Poko2-N- is used when an action or state is produced without an agent 
(i.e. it is unmarked for intention), as demonstrated in examples 7. 1 99 and 7.200. In other 
cases, PoN-Po- occurs on a V-base that is a real state/action, and PoN-Poko2-N- marks the 
V-base for the resembling causative mode (RS.CA), in which an action or state is caused that 
metaphorically resembles the action or state of the V -stem, as demonstrated in examples 
7.20 1 - 7.204. 

7. 1 99 I Sia PoN-Po-<bote>-o /mompobote/ osole. 
PNM PN G.TR-ID.CA-<pop>-SG3.SB maize 
Sia made the maize pop. 

7 .200 0 api PoN-Poko2-N-<bote>-o /mompokobote/ osole. 
CT fire G.TR-CA-<pop>-SG3.SB maize 
The fire made the com pop. 

7 .20 1 I-um2-Po-<bebe>-o /ipobebeo/ mia Pe]-<rasu> /merasu/ 
SG3.SB-SP.TR-CA-<dumb>-SG3.DO person ASM-<poison> 

nana 'ote atuu. 
child that 
The witch made the child dumb. 

7 .202 I-um2-Poko2-N-<bebe>- 'aku lipokobebe' aku/ mia arau. 
SG3.SB-SP.TR-RS.CA-<dumb>-SG I .DO person that 
That person made me be quiet by humiliating me. 

7 .203 PoN-Po-<tosi>- 'aku Imompotosi'akul saJa. 
G.TR-CA-<short>-SG I .SB path 
I took a short cut. 

7.204 PoN-Poko2-N-< tosi>-o Imompokontosil pau mia mo-<ta 'u> atuu. 
G.TR-RS.CA-<short>-SG 1 .SB talk person QL-<year(s» that 
That elder says only the most essential. 

The complex morpheme PoN-pa- occurs on a closed set of V -stems derived from 
transitive, intransitive and stative V-bases. As with the other two causative complex 
morphemes discussed above, there are many cases in which both PoN-pa- and another 
causative complex morpheme occur on the same V-stem with no difference in meaning. In 
these cases, PoN-pa- marks the V-base for the specific causative mode (SP.CA), in which 
the action or state is caused in a very specialised manner. For example, PoN-pa- is contrasted 
to PoN-Po- in examples 7.205 and 7 .206, and to PoN-Poko2-N- in examples 7.207 and 
7 .208. 

7 .205 Ama-no PoN-pa-<taflda> Imompatandal waJa. 
father-SG3.PS G.TR-SP.CA-<high> fence 
His father raised a few pickets on the fence. 

7 .206 Ira meN-PoN-po-<taflda> Impompotandal waJa mia. 
PL3.F PL-G.TR-CA-<high> fence person 
The people are going to make the fence higher. 
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7.207 PoN-pa-<monoIJko>-o ImompanoIJkol anu uai. 
G.TR-SP.CA-<light.in.weight>-SG3.SB that younger.sibling 
The youngest put things in order. 

7 .208 PoN-Poko2-N-<monoIJko>-o Imompoko�onoIJkol 
G.TR-CA-LK-<light.in.weight>-SG3.SB 

-in-<teJ1lbi> Itinembil ama-no. 
-PSS-<to.carry.on.back> father-SG3.PS 
His father lightened the load that was being carried. 

The complex morpheme PON-Pe2- occurs on V-stems that are prefixed by Pel- or Pe2-
and on a few stative V -stems. Again PoN-Pe2- contrasts with the other causative complex 
morphemes only in a few examples in which it marks the V -base for the permanent causative 
mode (PM.CA), in which a permanent state is caused. For example: 

7 .209 Onae PON-Pe2-<rete> Imomperetel wala. 
SG3 G.TR-PM.CA-<even> fence 
He is the one who makes fences even (when he builds them). 

7 .2 1 0  Onae PoN-Po-<rete> Imomporetel wala. 
SG3 G.TR-CA-<even> fence 
He is the one who makes fences even (to repair them). 

7 .2 1 1 Aku PON-Pe2-<mo 'ito> Imompe' itol tembi. 
SG 1 .F G.TR-PM.CA-<black> kind.of.bark 
I ' m  going to blacken the teJ1lbi bark (e.g. by putting it out in the rain to 
mould). 

7 .2 1 2  PoN-Poko2-N-<mo 'ito>-o Imompokomo'itol mpa-no nana 'ote. 
G.TR-CA-LK-<black> -SG3.SB face-SG3.PS child 
The child blackened his face (e.g. with soot). 

The last three causative complex morphemes of this subclass all vary in the type of mode 
with which they mark the V-base. 

BRt -PoN-Po- occurs on V-stems that indicate states and actions. It marks the V-base for 
mitigated causative mode (MT.CA), that is, as a state or action that is indirectly caused. 
Within the context of a sentence, it often refers to demonstrated actions, accidental actions 
that have agents, or actions that indirectly cause a situation. For example: 

7 .2 1 3  BRt-PoN-Po-<Pepuai>-o Imompopopuail ompeo i Sia. 
MT.CA-<be.put. in.sun>-SG3.SB mat PNM PN 
l. Sia accidentally put the mats in the sun. 
2. Sia demonstrated how to put mats in the sun. 

7 .2 1 4  BRt-PoN-Po-<PoIJkita>-o Imompopokita/ pande-no nana 'ote. 
MT.CA-<to.see>-SG3.SB c1everness-SG3.PS child 
The child let everyone see how clever he is. 



7.2 1 5  BR1 -PoN-Po-<Po 'inu>- 'ira Imompopo'inu' ira/ totoka d1dae i 
MT.CA-<to.drink>-SG3R.SB guest SG3R PNM 

Naina. 
Aunt 
Aunt gives her guests something to drink. 
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As demonstrated in these examples, when PoN-Po- is reduplicated the second PoN- is 
deleted according to rule Mp24. BRt -PoN-Po- is considered to be a complex morpheme 
rather than the single prefix BR 1 - prefixed to a V-stem beginning with PoN-Po- because 
BRj -PoN-Po- occurs on many more V-stems than does PoN-Po-. 

PoN-pasi-N- occurs on V-stems marked for agentive case. It marks the V-base for a 
causative action that is unintentionally or accidentally produced by an agent, that is, the 
unintended causative mode (UID.CA). For example: 

7 .2 1 6  I-um2-pasi-N-<Po.rJkita>-o lipasiukitaol ba-hapa-no 
SG3.SB-SP.TR-UID.CA-LK-<to.see>-SG3.DO if-whatever-SG3.PS 

mia. 
person 
He accidentally saw someone's genitals. 

7 .2 1 7  PoN-pasi-<Pompuai>-o Imompasipuail 
G.TR-UID.CA-<to.put.in.the.sun>-SG3.SB 
He accidentally put the mat in the sun. 

ompeo. 
mat 

The fourteenth activising complex morpheme of this subclass is Pe2-Pej-, which occurs 
on V-stems that indicate states and actions. Pe2-Pej- marks the V-base as an antipassive 
action in requesting mode (RQ), in which an action is asked to be executed or a state is asked 
to be produced. For example: 

7 .2 1 8  Pe2-Pej-<Pebaba>-o Imepebaba/ i Ele. 
RQ-<to.be.carried.in.a.sarong>-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Ele asked to be carried in a sarong. 

7 .2 1 9  Pe2-Pej-<Po 'olu>- 'aku Imepe'olu'akul aN-pe-tao-a lampetaoa/. 
RQ-<to.invite>-SG 1 .SB LP-NM-marry-NM 
I asked to be invited to the wedding. 

V-stems beginning with Pe2-Pej- can, in turn, be prefixed by the transitive prefix PoN- or 
transitive infix -um2-. For example: 

7 .220 Ku-um2-<Pepebaba>-o /kupepebabaol i Ele. 
SG 1 .SB-SP.TR-<to.ask.to.be.carried.in.a.sarong>-SG3.DO PNM PN 
I asked that Ele be carried in a sarong. 

7 .22 1 KU-um2-<Pepe 'olu>-o /kupepe'oluol uai-ku. 
SG 1 .  SB-SP. TR -<to.ask. to. be.invited>-SG 3.00 younger .sibling-SG 1 .PS 
I asked that my younger brother be invited. 

The last activising complex morpheme te-po- occurs on V -stems that indicate states and 
actions. It marks the V -base as a reciprocal action in the unintended mode. For example: 
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7 .222 Te-po-<Pemata>- 'ira Itepomata'iral. 
UID.RC-<to.gaze>-PL3.SB 
Their eyes met (accidentally). 

7 .223 Te-po-<Pe 'odo>-ira Itepo'odo' iral. 
UID.RC-<to.bend.over>-PL3.SB 
They accidentally bent over at the same time and bumped heads. 

The following complex morphemes are distinguished one from another in semantic case 
or mode. 

Pej -umj- and te-po- contrast with the other activising complex morphemes in that they do 
not mark the V-base for having the referent of the subject in the agentive semantic case. Pe}­
umj- marks it as  a de-emphasised action with the referent of the subject in the objective 
semantic case, and te-po- marks it for a reciprocal action with the referent of the subject in a 
combined agentive and objective semantic case. For example: 

7 .224 Pej -um/-<PoIJkaa>-o Imekumaal rasa-no. 
CT -<to.eat>-SG3.SB skin.disease-SG3.PS 
His skin disease is spreading. 

7 .225 Te-po-<Pemata>- 'ira Itepomata' iral. 
UID.RC-<to.gaze>-PL3 .SB 
Their eyes met (accidentally). 

Pompe-BR2-, -umj-B R \ - and -umj-BR2- all mark the V-base as a simple intransitive 
action but differ in mode: Pompe-BR2- marks it for imitative mode, -umj-BRl - for mitigated 
resembling mode, and -umj-BR2- for continuative mode. For example: 

7 .226 Pompe-BR2-<moJea>- 'aku Imompemolemolea'akul. 
IM-<spicy>-SG 1 .SB 
I was pretending that something was spicy. 

7 .227 Pompe-BR2-<guru>-o Imompegurugurul nana 'ote. 
IM-<teacher>-SG3.SB child 
The child is pretending to be a teacher. 

7 .228 -umj-BR\-< 'ambau>-o lumo'ambaul i Ede. 
MT.RS-<buffalo>-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Ede is walking on all fours like a buffalo (i.e. crawling). 

7 .229 -umj-BR2-<Pe 'ase>-o lumase'asel koillbia-no. 
CT-<to.gossip>-SG3 .SB spouse-SG3 .PS 
His wife is continually gossiping. 

Pe2- te- and Pe2-Pej- both mark the V-base as an antipassive action. However, Pe2- te­
leaves the V-base unmarked for mode, whereas Pe2-Pej- marks it for requesting mode. For 
example: 

7 .230 Pe2-te-<Pebaba>- 'ira Imetebaba' iral oJIdae i ue. 
AN-<be.carried.in.a.sarong>-SG3R.SB SG3R PNM grandparent 
Grandmother was carrying a child slung in a sarong. 



7.23 1 Pe2-Pej-<Pebaba>-o Imepebabal 
RQ-<to.be.carried.in.a.sarong>-SG3.SB 
Ele asked to be carried in a sarong. 

i Ele. 
PNM PN 
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The remaining prefixes are all transitive. PoN-Pej- and PoN-Pokoj-N- contrast with the 
other transitive complex morphemes in that they do not mark the V-base for causation. PoN­
Pej- marks the V-base for observational mode, whereas PoN-Pokoj-N- marks it for aptative 
mode. For example: 

7.232 PoN-Pej-<molea>- 'aku Imompemolea'akU/ inahu. 
OB-<spicy>-SG 1 .SB vegetable 
1 .  I perceive that the vegetables are spicy. 
2. The vegetables seem spicy to me. 

7 .233 PoN-Pokoj-N-<Pekule>- 'aku Imompokompekule' akul koa. 
AP-<to.return>-SG 1 .SB EM 
I can indeed return. 

7 .234 Ku-um2-Poko2-N-<Pekule>-o /kupokompekuleol nana 'ote. 
SG 1 .SB-CA-LK-<to.return>-SG3 .DO child 
I made the children return. 

The remaining complex morphemes are all causative and can all mark the V-base for 
simple causative mode. However, they occasionally contrast with one another by marking 
the V-base for a specific causative mode: PoN-Po- can mark the V-base for intended 
causative mode, PoN-Poko2-N- for resembling causative mode, PoN-pa- for specific 
causative mode, PON-Pe2- for permanent causative mode, BRJ -PoN-Po- for mitigated 
causative mode, and PoN-pasi-N- for unintended causative mode. The following examples 
demonstrate the changes in meaning when these different causative complex morphemes are 
used on the same V -stem: 

7 .235 I Sia PoN-Po-<bote>-o Imompobotel osole. 
PNM PN ID.CA-<pop>-SG3.SB maize 
Sia made the maize pop. 

7 .236 0 api PoN-Poko2-N-<bote>-o Imompokobotel osole. 
CT fIre G.TR-CA-<pop>-SG3.SB maize 
The fIre made the corn pop. 

7 .237 Ama-no PoN-pa-<tanda> Imompatandal wala. 
father-SG3.PS G.TR-SP.CA-<high> fence 
His father raised a few pickets on the fence. 

7.238 Ira meN-PoN-Po-<tanda> Impompotandal wala mia. 
PL3 . F  PL-G.TR-CA-<high> fence person 
The people are going to make the fence higher. 

7 .239 Onae PON-Pe2-<rete> Imomperetel wala 
SG3 G.TR-PM.CA-<even> fence 
He is the one who makes fences even (when he builds them). 

7 .240 Onae PoN-Po-<rete> Imomporetel wala. 
SG3 G.TR-CA-<even> fence 
He is the one who makes fences even (to repair them). 
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7.24 1  Aku PoN-Pe2-<mo 'ito> Imompe' itol t&nbi. 
SG l . F G.TR-PM.CA-<blacb kind.of.bark 
I 'm going to blacken the t&nbi bark (e.g. by putting it out in the rain to 
mould). 

7.242 PoN-Poko2-N-<mo 'ito>-o Imompokomo'itol mpa-no 
G.TR-CA-LK-<blacb-SG3 .SB face-SG3.PS 
The child blackened his face (e.g. with soot). 

7 .243 Aku PoN-Po-<Pobdlde> Imompobondel nana 'ote. 
SG l .F G.TR-CA-<to.weed.with.spade> child 
I am going to make the children weed with a spade. 

nana 'ote. 
child 

7.244 Aku BRJ -PoN-Po-<Pobdlde> Imompopobondel nana 'ote. 
SG 1 .F MT.CA-<to.weed.with.spade> child 
I am going to show the children how to weed with a spade. 

7 .245 BR J -PoN-Po-<Po{}kita>-o Imompopokita/ pande-no nana 'ote. 
MT.CA-<to.see>-SG3.SB cleverness-SG3.PS child 
The child let everyone see how clever he is. 

7 .246 I-um2-pasi-N-<Po{}kita>-o lipasiIJkitaol 
SG3.SB-SP.TR-UID.CA-LK-<to.see>-SG3.DO 

mia. 
person 
He accidentally saw someone's genitals. 

ba-hapa-no 
if-whatever-SG3.PS 

7 .2 .6  SUBCLASS 6 :  DV-BASES FORMED BY CIRCUMFIXES THAT ARE PREFIXED AND 
SUFFIXED TO THE V -STEM 

Subclass 6 consists of DV -bases that are formed by a V -stem derived from a V -base and 
one of ten circumfixes. (See Chart 7.7.) 

As shown above, all of the circumfixes of this subclass except Pel-akol occur on V -stems 
derived from V-bases that indicate states or actions. Four of these circumfixes, PoN-i, PoN­
hi, PoN-pi and PoN-ari, mark the V-base as transitive, Pel-akol marks it as de-emphasised, 
and the rest mark it as reflexive. 

The initial PoN- of the first four circurnfixes can be substituted with the infixes -um2- or 
-in- or the complex morpheme PoN-Pe2-, depending upon the new information of the clause 
in which it occurs and the intention of the speaker. 

If the initial prefix or infix of the V -stem is any prefix or infix except Pel-, Pe2- or PoN-, 
it is always deleted when circumfixed by any of the circumfixes except PoN-ari. When the 
initial prefix is PeJ -, Pe2- or PoN-, then it is optionally deleted. When PoN-ari is 
circumfixed to a V -stem, the initial prefix/infix of the V -stem is always deleted except when 
prefixed by mo-, ma-, PeJ-, Pe2- or PoN-. When the initial prefix of a V-stem circumfixed 
by Pon-an is mo-, ma-, PeJ-, Pe2- or PoN-, the initial prefix is optionally deleted. 



Statel 
Circumflx action 
PoN-i action 

PoN-hi action 

PoN-pi action 

PoN-ari action 

Pe2-li action 

Pe]-ako] action 

Pe]-akD2 action 

Pe]-hako action 

Pe]-sako action 

Pe]-lako action 

CHART 7.7: CIRCUMFIXES ATIACHED TO DV-STEMS 
Semantic case 

Transitivity Subject Direct Object Mode 
transitive agentive locative, objective --

agentive objective restricted 
agentive directional, 

causative 

transitive agentive locative, objective 1 .  causative 
2. restricted 
3. unintended 
4. intense 

transitive agentive objective continuative 

transitive-reflexive agentivel locative causative 
objective 

reflexive agentive -- distributive 

de-emphasised objective instrumental --

reflexive agentive/ -- I .  simple manner, 
objective causative 

2. directional, 
causative 

reflexive agentivel -- intense, causative 
objective 

reflexive agentivel -- abrupt, causative 
objective 

reflexive agentivel -- moving 
objective 

V-stem 
states or 
intransitive actions 
transitive actions 
states/actions 
(closed set) 

states/actions 
(closed set) 

states/actions 
(closed set) 

states actions 

states/actions 
(closed set) 

states 

states/actions 
(closed set) 

states/actions 

states/actions 

states >-" 
>-" 
1.0 
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The first circumfix of this subclass is PoN-i, which occurs on an open set of V -stems. 
PoN-i marks the referent of the subject of the verb as being in the agentive semantic case and 
the referent of the direct object as being in the objective or locative semantic case. PoN-i does 
not mark it for mode on most stative and intransitive V-stems, as demonstrated in the 
following examples: 

7 .247 Aim PoN-<moIJkuni>-i ImoIJkuniil lemba. 
SG l .F G.TR-<to.be.yellow>-LS blouse 
I 'm going to make the blouses yellow. 

7 .248 Bonto-um2-<Pesala>-i-o Imesalaiol pewowa 
aristocrat-SP.TR-<make.a.path>-LS-SG3.DO doorway 

-in-weweu-ku Iwineweuku/. 
PSS-made-SG 1 .PS 
The aristocrat went through the doorway that I made. 

When it occurs on transitive V -stems and on a few intransitive and stative V -stems, it 
marks the V -base for restricted mode (RT), in which an action is either restricted or 
specialised or directed toward a restricted or specialised object. For example: 

7 .249 Aku-um2-<PonsiIJgeraha>-i- 'ira IsumiIJgerahai' iralofldae i Naina. 
SG l .F-SP.TR -<to.visit>-RT-SG3R.DO SG3R PNM Aunt 
I 'm going to visit Aunt. 

7 .250 Aku-um2-<Pentoro>-i-o Imentoroiol ompeo po-turi-a-ku. 
SG 1 .F-SP.TR-<to.sit>-RT -SG3.DO mat NM-sleep-NM-SG 1 .PS 
I 'm going to sit on my sleeping mat. 

7 .25 1 *aku mentoroio kadera. 
chair 

7 .252 KU-um2-<modato>-i-o Ikudatoiol wita. 
SG l .SB-SP.TR-<to.be.dense>-RT-SG3.DO ground 
I 'm indirectly making the ground firm (indicating over a period of time). 

On a few V-stems prefixed by Pe]-, PoN-i marks the V-base for causative and directional 
mode, in which the state of the V -stem is directed towards or away from a goal. For 
example: 

7 .253 Moiko ba to-PoN-<Pewuku>-i Itopompewukuil bou ari. 
good if PL l INC.SB-G.TR-<to.have.bones>-DR fish first 
It's  good if we debone the fish first. 

The second circumfix of this subclass is PoN-hi, which occurs on a closed set of V­
stems. When the V -stem is stative or intransitive, PoN-hi marks the V -base for causative 
mode with the referent of the subject in the agentive semantic c�se and the referent of the 
direct object in either the objective or locative semantic case. For example: 

7 .254 KU-um2-<motea>-hi-o Ikuteahiol mia arau. 
SG l .SB-CA-<stiff>-LS-SG3.DO person that 
I encouraged that person. 
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7 .255 Aku PeJ-kule Imekulel -um2-<Pemata>-hi-o Imematahiol oleo 
SG 1 .F RF-return -CA-<to.have.a.source>-LS-SG3.DO day 

laIJkai. 
big 
I 'm going to return on Christmas Day. 

When it occurs on transitive V-stems, it marks the V-base for restricted mode and often 
for causative mode. For example: 

7.256 Do-meN-um2-<Podulu>-hi-o Idomeduluhiol i Ali 
PL3.SB-PL-SP.TR-<to.take.turns>-RT-SG3.DO PNM PN 

anu ka do-meN-MR<Petidu> Idompetitidul. 
that when PL3.SB-PL-CT -<to.hit.each.other. with. fists (once» 
They took turns beating Ali when they got into a (fist)fight. 

PoN-hi has seven different allomorphs. The first member PoN- remains the same or may 
be replaced by PoN-Pe2-. The second member -hi occurs as -hi, -ki, -mi, -.[)i, -pi, -ri and -ti. 
The occurrence of these allomorphs is conditioned by the V -stem with which it occurs. For 
example: 

7 .257 Ira PoN-Pe2-<mo]ue>-hi Imompeluehil lere-do. 
PL3 .F G.TR-CA-<to.be.wide>-OC farm-SG3.PS 
They are going to widen their fields. 

7.258 Nana 'ote 'arau i-um2-<Pebee>-hi-o lipebeekiol ama-no. 
child that SG3.SB-SP.TR-<to.cry>-OC-SG3.DO father-SG3.PS 
The child cried for his father. 

7 .259 PoN-<montaso>-hi- 'ira /montasorni'irai owu oJIdae i Maama. 
CA-<to.be.sharp>-OC-SG3R.SB machete SG3R PNM Uncle 
Uncle sharpens machetes. 

7 .260 Si @-um2-<masola>-hi-o Isolauiol sipeda-ku! 
don't  SG2.1T -CA-<to.be.damaged>-OC-SG3.DO bicycle-SG3.PS 
Don't  damage my bicycle ! 

7 .26 1 KU-um2-<modato>-hi-o /kudatopiol wita. 
SG 1 .SB-CA-<to.be.dense>-OC-SG3.DO ground 
I made the ground solid (by direct action). 

7 .262 I-um2-<mosia>-hi-o lisiariol waH-no. 
SG3.SB-CA-<to.be.brave>-OC-SG3.DO friend-SG3.PS 
He ordered his friend to fight (be brave). 

7 .263 Wo.[)i anu-um2-<madara>-hi- 'aku Idumarasi'akul. 
night that-CA-<hurried>-OC-SG 1 .DO 
It was the night that hurried me. 

7 .264 Mia arau PoN-<buke>-hi-o Imobuketil taro. 
person that CA-<fuI1>-OC-SG3.DO basket 
That person filled the basket. 

In one case -ni occurs as a variation of the allomorph -ti, as shown in the following two 
examples: 
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7 .265 Aku PoN-<PeroIJa>-hi ImoroIJanil mia meN-Pel-tao Impetaol 
SG I .F CA-<to.join>-OC person PL-RC-marry 

ba aku Pel-tao Imetao/. 
if SG 1 .F RC-marry 
I 'm going to join the people getting married if I get married. 

7 .266 Kita PoN-<PeroIJa>-hi ImoroIJatil mia meN-PeJ-tao Impetaol. 
PL2INC.F CA-<to.join>-OC person PL-RC-marry 
We are going to join the people in getting married. 

In a few cases, PoN-hi may also mark the V -base for simple causative along with either 
unintended mode or intense mode. For example: 

7 .267 PoN-<Pentoro>-hi- 'aku Imompentoroki'akul rege. 
CA-<to.sit>-UID-SG l .SB mud 
I accidentally sat on some mud. 

7 .268 Ku-um2-<mobea>-hi-o Ikubeatiol -in-tembi Itinembi/. 
SG 1 .SB-CA-<to.be.heavy>-IS-SG3.DO -PSS-to.carry.on.the.back 
I made the load on my back heavier. 

The third circumfix of this subclass is PoN-pi, which occurs on only one V -stem, Ponahu 
'to cook' . PoN-pi marks the V -base for the continuative mode. For example: 

7 .269 I Sia PoN-<Ponahu>-pi Imomponahupi/ mia anu 
PNM PN G.TR-<to.coob-CT person that 

meN-PoN- 'aIJga Impo'aIJgal. 
PL-G.TR-work 
Sia is the cook for the people who are working. 

The fourth circurnfix is PoN-ari, which occurs on an open set of V -sterns. It marks the V­
base as a transitive-reflexive action in the simple causative mode, in which the referent of the 
subject causes an action to be done to himlherself in a particular place. The referent of the 
subject is, therefore, in the combined agentive/objective semantic case, and the referent of the 
direct object is in the locative semantic case. For example: 

7 .270 Kita-um2-Pej-<maroa>-ari-o Imemaroaariol bansala. 
PL I INC.F-TR.RF-CA-<to.be.merry>-LS-SG3.DO meeting. hall 
We are going to make ourselves merry in the meeting hall. 

7 .27 1 Ama-no-um2-<Pentoro>-ari-o Imentoroariol kadera. 
father-SG3.PS-TR.RF-CA-<to.sit>-LS-SG3.DO chair 
His father sat in the chair (lit. his father caused himself to sit in a chair). 

The fifth circurnfix is Pe]-li, which occurs on a closed set of V-stems. It marks the V-base 
as a reflexive action in the distributive mode, in which the. action or state occurs repeatedly 
over time and space. For example: 

7 .272 Pej-<modiIJge>-li-o ImediIJgeli/ mia arau. 
RF-<to.limp>-DS-SG3.SB person that 
That person persevered by limping all over. 



7.273 Pej-<modoko>-Ji-o Imedokolil ana-no. 
RF-<greed y>-DS-SG 3.  SB child -SG 3 .PS 
Her child is greedy for everything. 
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The sixth circumfix is Pej-akoj,  which occurs on a closed set of stative V-stems. It marks 
the V -base as a de-emphasised action in which the referent of the subject is in the objective 
semantic case and a direct object is in the instrumental semantic case (ll..). For example: 

7 .274 Mata-no Pej-< 'iti>-akoj-O Ime' itiakol rea h8!Ja-no 
eye-SG3 .PS DE-<to.drip>-ll..-SG3.SB blood reason-SG3.PS 

te-<Poduhu>-o. 
UID-<pierce>-SG3.SB 
His eyes were dripping blood because they were accidentally pierced. 

7 .275 Pej-<maJiga>-akoj- 'aku Imeligaako' akul pakuli. 
DE-<healthy>-IL-SG 1 .SB medicine 
I became healthy with medicine. 

The seventh circumfix is Pej-ak02, which occurs on a closed set of stative and intransitive 
V -stems. It marks the V -base either as a de-emphasised or a reflexive action in directional 
mode or in simple manner mode (MN), in which the referent of the subject makes 
him/herself perform an action in the manner of the V -stem. This circumfix does not mark the 
V -base for a direct object. For example: 

7 .276 Pej-< tepoJi>-ako2-o Imetepoliakol -um-Jako Ilumakol 
RF-<possible>-DR-SG3.SB -INT-go 

aN-pe-tao-a lampetaoa/. 
LP-NM-marry-NM 
She made it possible for herself to go to the wedding. 

7.277 Pej-<monoI)ko>-ako2-o ImenolJkoakol -umj-Jako Ilumakol 
RF-<light>-MN-SG3.SB -INT-go 

ine-no. 
mother-SG3.PS 
His mother made an effort to go quietly. 

The second member of this circumfix has four allomorphs: -mako, -I)ako, -pako and 
-rako, as demonstrated in the following examples: 

7.278 Pej-<melaho>-ako2-o Imelakomakol ingoreno 
DE-<to.be.steamy>-MN-SG3.SB her. fritters 

i Sia. 
PNM PN 
The aromas of Sia' s fritters travelled (outwards) into another room. 

7 .279 Pej-<meI)kaa>-ako2-o Imekaanakol i Sia. 
RF-<to.be.alert>-MN-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Sia awoke and listened. 

7 .280 Pej-<mansolo>-ako2- 'aku Imesolorako'akul PoN- 'aIJga Imo'aIJga/. 
RF-<quick>-MN-SG l .SB G.TR-work 
I made an effort to quickly work. 
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7 .28 1 Pej-<molusa>-ako2- ' aku Imelusapako'akul. 
RF-<to.be.soft>-MN-SG I .SB 
I politely excused myself (from working). 

The eighth circumfix is Pe j -hako, which occurs on an open set of V -stems. It marks the 
V -base as a reflexive action in intense mode. For example: 

7 .282 Pej-<tande>-hako- 'aku Imetandehako' aku/. 
RF-<to. be.high>-IS-SG 1 .SB 
I made an effort to stand up straight. 

7 .283 Pej-<molusa>-hako- 'ira lmelusahako' ira/ ondae i Ama. 
RF-<to.be.soft>-IS-SG3R.SB SG3R PNM Father 
Father made an effort to be polite (to avoid fighting). 

The ninth circurnfix is Pej-sako, which occurs on an open set of V -stems. It marks the V­
base as a reflexive action in abrupt mode (AB), in which the action or state of the V -stem is 
abruptly executed. For example: 

7 .284 Pe j -<molusa>-sako-o Imelusasakol i Ali. 
RF-<to.be.soft>-AB-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Ali suddenly made himself go limp. 

7 .285 Pe j -<tan de>-sako- 'aku Imetandesako' aku/. 
RF-<to.be.high>-AB-SG I .SB 
I suddenly made myself stand up straight. 

The last circurnfix of this subclass is Pej-lako, which occurs on a small closed set of V­
stems. It marks the V-base as a reflexive action in moving mode (MV), in which the agent 
makes hirnlherself move in the manner of the V -stem. For example: 

7 .286 Aku Pe]-<magasi>-lako Imegasilakol -umj-lako Ilumakol 
SG I .F RF-<to.be.fast>-MV -INT -go 

PoN-kita ImoIJkita/ mia PoN- 'aIJga Imo'alJga/. 
G.TR-see person G.TR-work 
I will make myself move quickly so that I can go and see the people working. 

7 .287 Pej-<tande>-lako-o Imetandelakol nana 'ote. 
RF-<to.be.high>-MV -SG3.SB child 
The child jumped up and down. 

These circumfixes are distinguished one from another in terms of semantic case and 
mode. PoN-i and PoN-hi both mark the V-base for restricted mode (i.e. for a specialised 
action or object). When they contrast, PoN-i usually indicates the most restricted or marked 
use of the V -stem. For example: 

7 .288 I Naina -um2-<Pemata>-i-o Imemataiol ompeo. 
PNM Aunt CA-<to.have.a.pattern>-RT-SG3.DO mat 
Aunt put a pattern in the mat. 



7.289 Aku PeJ-kule Imekulel -um2-<Pemata.>-hi-o Imematahiol oleo 
SG 1 .F RF-return CA-<to.have.a.source>-LS-SG3.DO day 

lagkai. 
big 
I 'm going to return on Christmas Day. 

7 .290 I-um2-<PekuJe>-i-o lipekuleiol 
SG3.SB-SP.TR-<to.return>-RT-SG3.DO 

dagke-no. 
sweetheart -SG3 .PS 

He returned to his girlfriend (after breaking up). 

7 .29 1 I-um2-<Pekule>-hi-o lipekuletiol koIDbia-no. 
SG3.SB-SP. TR-<to.return>-RT -SG3.DO spouse-SG3.PS 
He returned to his wife. 

7 .292 Ku-um2-<modato>-i-o Ikudatoiol wita. 
SG 1 .SB-CA-<to.be.dense>-RT -SG3.DO ground 
I 'm indirectly making the ground firm (indicating over a period of time). 

7 .293 KU-um2-<modato>-hi-o lkudatopiol wita. 
SG 1 .SB-CA-<to.be.dense>-OC-SG3.DO ground 
I made the ground solid (by direct action). 
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PoN-i and PoN-hi also contrast in that PoN-i can indicate intention while PoN-hi can 
indicate a lack of intention (i.e. uninten4ed mode). For example: 

7 .294 Aku-um2-<Pentoro>-i-o Imentoroiol ompeo po-turi-a-ku. 
SG l .F-SP.TR-<to.sit>-RT-SG3 .DO mat NM-sleep-NM-SG l.PS 
I 'm going to sit on my sleeping mat. 

7 .295 PoN-<Pentoro>-hi- 'aku Imompentoroki'akul rege. 
CA-<to.sit>-UID-SG l .SB mud 
I accidentally sat on some mud. 

PoN-pi contrasts with the other circumfixes in that it marks the V -base for continuation, 
as demonstrated in the following example: 

7 .296 I Sia PoN-<Ponahu>-pi Imomponahupi/ mia anu 
PNM PN G.TR-<to.cook>-CT person that 

meN-PoN- 'aIJga Impo'aIJgal. 
PL-G.TR-work 
Sia is the cook for the people who are working. 

PoN-i contrasts with PoN-ari in that it can mark the V -base for for restricted mode (i.e. a 
specialised action or object). For example: 

7 .297 Aku-um2-<Pentoro>-i-o Imentoroiol ompeo po-turi-a-ku. 
SG 1 .F-SP.TR-<to.sit>-RT -SG3.DO mat NM-sleep-NM-SG 1 .PS 
I'm going to sit on my sleeping mat. 

7 .298 *akumentoroio kadera 
chair 

7 .299 Ama-no-um2-<Pentoro>-ari-o Imentoroariol kadera. 
father-SG3.PS-CA-<to.sit>-LS-SG3.DO chair 
His father sat in the chair (lit. his father caused himself to sit in a chair). 
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Pel-akO] differs from the other circumfixes of this subclass in that it marks the V-base for 
a direct object whose referent is in the instrumental case. For example: 

7 .300 Pe]-<maliga>-akol- 'aku Imeligaako'akul pakuli. 
DE-<healthy>-IL-SG 1 .SB medicine 
I became healthy with medicine. 

7 .301  Pe/-<mono.[)ko>-ako2-o ImenoIJkoakol -um]-lako Ilumakol 
RF-<light>-MN-SG3.SB -INT-go 

ine-no. 
mother-SG3.PS 
His mother made an effort to go quietly. 

Pe] -ako2, Pe]-hako, Pe] -sako and Pe]-lako all contrast in the type of mode with which 
they mark the V -base. For example, Pe]-ako2 marks it for simple manner mode, Pe]-hako 
for intense mode, Pe/-sako for abrupt mode, and Pe]-lako for moving mode. 

7 .302 Pe]-<molusa>-ako2- 'aku Imelusapako' aku/. 
RF-<to.be.soft>-MN-SG I .SB 
I politely excused myself (from working). 

7 .303 Pe]-<molusa>-hako- 'ira Imelusahako'iral oJIdae 1 Ama. 
RF-<to.be.soft>-IS-SG3R.SB SG3R PNM Father 
Father made an effort to be polite (to avoid fighting). 

7 .304 Pe]-<molusa>-sako-o Imelusasakol i Ali. 
RF-<to.be.soft>-AB-SG3.SB PNM PN 
Ali suddenly made himself go limp. 

7. 305 Pe]-<tande>-hako- 'aku Imetandehako'aku/. 
RF-<to. be.high>-IS-SG I .SB 
I made an effort to stand up straight. 

7 .306 Pe]-<tande>-sako- 'aku Imetandesako'aku/. 
RF-<to.be.high>-AB-SG I .SB 
I suddenly made myself stand up straight. 

7 .307 Pe/-<tande>-lako-o Imetandelakol nana 'ote. 
RF-<to.be.high>-MV -SG3.SB child 
The child jumped up and down. 



CHAPTER 8 

TEXT ANALYSIS 

The analysis of the Mori verb, which is presented in the preceding seven chapters, is 
applied below in the text analysis of a Mori folktale. 

In line A, the Mori text is presented. In line B, the text is broken down into morphemes. 
In line C, the English gloss is given for each morpheme. In line D, the section in which each 
morpheme or word class is discussed is listed. In line E, the morphophonemic rules are 
listed for morphophonemic processes, and the pertinent sections are listed for the deletion of 
affixes and the occurrence of allomorphs that are different from the morphemic form listed in 
line B .  In line F, references to the sections of the pertinent word classes are l isted when a 
word (e.g. V-base) has an atypical function (e.g. NP). In line G, the English translation is 
given. 

A 
B 
C 
D 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

A 
B 
C 
D 
G 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

A 
B 
C 
D 

Tutuludi Uho, i 
tutulu-do # i # Uho # 
story-PL3.PS PNM Water. Snail 

# i 
PNM 
3.4. 1 3 . 1 . 1 -4 .3 .4.4 3 .4. 1 3 . 1 . 1  

Tumamparo 
maka-N-<ma-paro> # 
EC.DS-LK-<IS-hoarse>:Mudwasp 
7 .2 .3 .2-5.5 
Mp l0 7.2.3.2 (aUomorph tuma-N- conditioned by V-stem)-7.2.3.2 (ma :=} 0) 
3. 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 

ka 
ka 
and 
3 .4 .5  

i 
# i 

PNM 
3.4 . 1 

Ddldoli. 
# Ddldoli 

Red.Ant 
3 . 1 . 1  

# 

The Story of Water Snail, Mudwasp and Red Ant. 

Mepaupau 'ira 
meN-BRI -<Pe2-<pau» - 'ira 
PL-MT -<CA-<talk» -PL3.SB 
4 .3 . 1 -7 .2 .3 . 1 -7 .2 .2-3 . 1 . 1 -4.3 .4.2 
4.3 . 1  (meN- :=}0)-Mp 1 7  

mpobdlde 
meN-Pe2-<bdlde> 
PL-CA-<garden> 
4 .3 . 1 -7 .2 .2-3 . 1 . 1  

mpeduludulu 
# meN-BRI-<Pe]-dulu> 

pl-MT -<RC-reciprocate> 
4. 3 . 1 -7 .2 .3 . 1 -5 .9  
Mpl -Mp16  

aleredo. 
# aN-lere-do # 

LP-dry.farmland-PL3.PS 
4.4. 1 -3 . 1 . 1 -4 .3 .4.4 

E Mp 1 -Mp 16-7.2.2 (allomorph Po- conditioned by V -stem) Mp 1 
G They were all talking a little about working together cultivating each other's farmland. 

1 27 
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A Gaagi, pohona melako 'ira 
B gagi-o # pohona # meN-umj-lako- 'ira 
C become-SG3.SB once PL-INT-go-PL3.SB 
D 5 . 1 -4 .3 .4.2 3 .2 4. 3 . 1 -5 . 1 2-4.3 .4.2 
E Mp5-4.3.4.2 (0- => 0) Mpl -Mpl4 

A mpoboflde. 
B meN-Pe2-<boflde> # 
C PL-CA-<garden> 
D 4. 3 . 1 -7 .2 .2-3 . 1 . 1  

7.2.2 (allomorph Po- conditioned by V-stem) 
E Mp l-Mpl6  
G So once they went and worked on a garden. 

A MemokonPJgo 'iramo Mpepaupau 'iramo: 

# 

B meN-mo-koj-nPJgo- 'ira-mo # meN-BRl-<Pe2-<pau» - 'ira-mo # 
C PL-OB-hungry-PL3.SB-EM.NF PL-MT -<CA-<talk» -PL3.SB-EM.NF 
D 4.3 . 1 -5 .7-4 .3 .4.2-3 .3 . 1 4 .3 . 1 -7 .2 .3 . 1 -7 .2 .2-3 . 1 . 1 -4 .3 .4.2-3 . 3 . 1 
E Mpl Mpl -Mpl6 
G They felt hungry. They talked a little: 

Ke i sema ta 
ke # i # sema # ta # 
Q PNM who SG3.F 
3 .4.4 3 .4 . 1 3 . 3 . 3  3 . 3 . 1 . 6 

mekule 
Pej-kule # 
RF-retum 
5 . 1 0  
Mp17 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G Who would go home to cook for them? 

Gaagi i Dofldoli ta 
gagi-o # i # Dofldoli # ta # 
become-SG3.SB PNM Red.Ant SG3 .F 
5 . 1 -4 .3 .4 .2  3 .4 . 1 3 . 1 . 1  3 . 3 . 1 .6 
Mp5-4.3.4.4 (0- => 0) 

monahuako 'ira ? 
PoN-nahu-ako 'ira # 
G.TR-cook-PL3.10 
5 . 1 4-4.3 .4.2 
Mp 17-Mp1 

mekule monahuako 'ira. 
Pej-kule # PoN-nahu-ako 'ira 
RF-retum G.TR-cook-PL3.10 
5 . 1 0  5 . 1 4-4 .3 .4 .3 
Mp 1 7  Mp 17-Mp1 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G So it happened, Red Ant would go home and cook for them. 

A Mansan024 mekule, monahu i Dofldoli . 
B mansa-no # Pej-kule # PoN-nahu-o # i # Dofldoli # 
C directly-SG3.PS RF-retum G.TR-cook-SG3.SB PNM Red.Ant 
D 3 .4 .3-4 .3 .4.4 5 . 1 0  5 . 1 4-4 .3 .4.2 3 .4 . 1 3 . 1 . 1  
E Mp1 7  Mp 17-Mp l -4.3.4.2 (0- => 0) 
F 4.3 .4.4 (adverb + PR.ST4 = conjunction) 

24 When occurring in this construction, mansano is best translated as the conjunction 'after' .  

# 



A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

A 
B 
C 
D 
F 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

A 
B 
C 
D 
G 

ipeJeJeldo io 
i-um2-<Pe2-JeJe>-hj25-o # o 

CN 
3 .4 . 1 
Mp9 

SG3.SB-CA-<INT-creep>-LS-SG3.DO 
4 .3 .4 . 1 -7 .2 .6-5 . 1 0-7.2 .6-4 .3 .4.2 
Mp 14-Mp1 6  

kurono inahuno 
kuro-no # inahu-no # 
pot-SG3.PS vegetable-SG3.PS 
3 . 1 . 1 -4 .3 .4.4 7 .2 .2 .3-4.3 .4.4 

3. 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 

ite 'emeldo 

ka 
ka 
and 
3 .4 .5  

wi wino 
# wiwi-no # 

lip-SG3.PS 
3 . 1 . 1 -4 .3 .4.4 

# 

inahuno. 
i-um2-< te-< 'eme>-hi>-o # inahu-no # 
SG3.SB-<SP.TR-<DE-urinate>-LS>-SG3.DO vegetable-SG3.PS 
4.3 .4. 1 -7 .2 .5-7 .2 .2 .3-3 . 1 . 1 -7.2.5-4.3.4.2 7 .2 . 2. 3-4.3 .4 .4 
Mp1 4  

3 . 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 
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After Red Ant went home, he prepared the food by creeping along the rim of the pot of 
vegetables and urinating on the vegetables. 

Motahaomo iponahu ka 
mo-taha-o-mo # 
QL-red(ripe)-SG3.SB-EM.NF 
5 .4-4.3.4.2-3 . 3 . 1  

i-PoN-nahu # ka # 
SG3.SB-G.TR-cook and 
4.3.4. 1 -5 . 1 4  3 .4 .5  

i 'amba26 
i- 'affiba # 
SG3.SB-initially.then 
4 .3 .4 . 1 -3 .4.3 

Tumamparo 
maka-N-<ma-paro> 

Mp1 6-Mpl 

booli 'ira i 
-um2-booli- 'ira # i # 
-SP.TR-call-PL3.DO PNM 
5 . 1 4-4.3 .4. 1 3 .4 . 1 
Mp1 3  

EC.DS-LK -<lS-hoarse>:Mudwasp 
7 .2 .3 .2-5 .5 

# 

7.2.3.2 (allomorph tuma-N- conditioned by V-stem)-7.2.3.2 
3 . 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 

(ma => 0) 

i 
i # 
PNM 
3 .4 . 1 

Uho. 
Uho # 
Water.Snail 
3 . 1 . 1  

ka 
ka # 
and 
3 .4 .5  

He cooked them until they were done and then he called Mudwasp and Water Snail. 

25 -um2- and -hi are members of a single circumfix. 

26 The sequence ka # PR.STl- 'amba is best translated as 'and then' .  
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A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

Mansado 
mansa-do 
directly-DU3.PS 
3 .4. 3-4 .3 .4 .4 . 

haawe, 
# hawe 

arrive 
5 . 1  
Mp5 

ka 
# ka 

and 
3 .4 .5  

4.3 .4.4 (adverb + PR.ST4 = conjunction) 

mpompemo ' ahi ' ira. 
meN-PoN-Pej-<mo- 'ahi> 'ira # 
PL-OB-<QL-sweet>-PL3.SB 
4 .3 . 1 -7 .2 .5 .3-5 .4-4 .3 .4.2 
Mp 1 -Mp16  
After they arrived and they ate, they found i t  very tasty. 

Dopotae 
do-Pe2- tae 
DU3.SB-INT -say 
4 .3 .4 . 1 -5 . 1 0  

i 
# i # 

PNM 
3.4. 1 

Mp 1 6-5. 10 (allomorph Po- conditioned by V-stem) 

Tumamparo 
maka-N-<ma-paro> 
EC.DS-LK-<IS-hoarse>:Mudwasp 
7 .2 .3 .2-5 .5 

dompol)kaa, 
# do-meN-PoN-kaa # 

PL3.SB-PL-G.TR-eat 
4 .3 .4 . 1 -4 .3 . 1 -5 . 1 4  
Mp1-Mp 1-Mp 16  

i 
# i # 

PNM 
3 .4 . 1 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

7.2.3.2 (allomorph tuma-N- conditioned by V-stem)-7.2.3.2 (ma � 0) 
3. 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 

A 
B 
C 
D 
G 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

Uho: 
Uho # 
Water.Snail 
3 . 1 . 1  
Mudwasp and Water Snail said: 

HI Dofldoli 
i # Dofldoli # 
PNM Red.Ant 
3 .4 . 1 3 . 1 . 1  

mpiha wela 
mpiha # wela 
continually always 
3 .4.4 3 .4 .3 

A mo 'ahi onae iponahu ". 

monahuakita nde 
# PoN-nahu-akita ' # nde # 

G.TR-cook-PL l INC.lO because 
5 . 1 4-4.3.4.3 3 .4 .5  
Mp 17-Mp 1 

B mo- 'ahi # onae # i-PoN- nahu # 
C QL-sweet SG3 SG3.SB-G.TR-cook 
D 5 .4 3 . 3 . 1 . 1  4 .3 .4. 1 -5 . 1 4  
E Mp 16-Mpl 
G "Red Ant should always cook for us because his cooking is delicious". 
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A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

Umarido 
umari-do 
finished-SG3.PS. :after 
3 .4 . 3-4 .3 .4.4 

mpo1)kaa, 
# meN-PoN-kaa # 

PL-G. TR -eat 
4 .3 . 1 -5 . 1 4  
Mpl -MpI6-Mpl 

melako 'ira 
meN-umj-lako- 'ira # 
PL-INT-go-PL3.SB 
4.3 . 1 -5 . 1 2-4. 3 .4.2 
Mp l -Mp l4  

4.3 .4.4 (adverb + PR.ST4 = conjunction) 

A mbo 'u 
B mbo 'u # 
C again 
D 3.4.4 

mpoboJlde. 
meN-Pe2-<boJlde> # 
PL-CA-<garden> 
4 .3 . 1 -7 .2 .2 .3-3 . 1 . 1  

E Mp l -Mp 1 6-7.2.2.3 (allomorph Po- conditioned by V-stem) 
G After they finished eating, they again went to work in their garden. 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

Ka 
ka # 
and 
3 .4 .5  

iwo1)i 
i-wo1)i # 
SG3 .SB-dark 
4 .3 .4 . 1 -5 . 1 

ka 
ka # 
and 
3 .4 .5  

dompekule 
do-meN-Pej-kule # 
PL3.SB-PL-RF-retum 
4.3 .4. 1 -4.3 . 1 -5 .9 
Mpl -Mpl5  

A mpoturi. 
B meN-Pe2-turi # 
C PL-INT -sleep 
D 4 .3 . 1 -5 . 1 0  
E Mpl -Mpl 6  

5 . 1 0  (allomorph Po- conditioned by V-root) 
G After it became dark, then they went home and went to sleep. 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

Meeene, 
meene-o # 
daylight-SG3.SB 
5 . 1 5-4 .3 .4 .2 
Mp5 

A mpoboJlde. 

melako 'iramo 
meN-umJ-Iako- 'ira-mo # 
PL-INT -go-PL3.SB-EM.NF 
4.3 . 1 -5 . 1 2-4.3 .4.2-3 .3 . 1 
Mpl -Mp l4 

B meN-Pe2-< boJlde> # 
C PL-INT -<garden> 
D 4.3 . 1 -7 .2 .2 .3-3 . 1 . 1  
E Mpl -Mp l 6  

5. 10 (allomorph Po- conditioned by V-root) 

mbo 'u 
mbo 'u 
again 
3 .4.4 

G At daybreak they again went to work in their garden. 

oleonomo mansado A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

Ko 'orua 
kOj-<koj-rua> 
OR-<CR-two> 
7 . 2 .2 .2-5 .3  

# oleo-no-mo # mansa-do 
day-SG3.PS-EM.NF directly-PL3.PS 
3 . 1 . 1 -4.3 .4.4-3 .3 . 1 3 .4. 3-4. 3 .4.4 

5.3 (allomorph 0- conditioned by V-root) 
4.3 .4.4 (V-stem + PR.ST4 = adverbial phrase) 

# 
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A mpobdlde, tempo 
B meN-Pe2-<bdlde> # tempo # 
C PL-INT -<garden> time 
D 4. 3 . 1 -7 .2 .2 .3-3 . 1 . 1  3 . 1 . 1  
E Mp l -Mp l 6  

5 . 1 0  (allomorph Po- conditioned by V-root) 
F 4.3.4.4 (adverb + PR.ST4 = conjunction) 

A monahuntooa 'oleo 
B <PoN-nahu>-N-« toOa>-N-<'oleo» 
C <G. TR -coob-LK -< <middle>-LK -<day» 
D 5 . 1 4-6. 1 .2-3 . 1 . 1 -6.2.2-3. 1 . 1 -7.2. 1 (DV-base without DV-affix) 
E Mp I 5-Mpl -Mp l -Mp l 

A dotenaomo mbo'u 1 Ddldoli. 
B do-um2-tena-o-mo # mbo'u # i # Ddldoli # 
C PL3.SB-SP.TR-order-SG3.DO-EM.NF again PNM Red.Ant 
D 4 .3 .4 . 1 -5 . 1 4-4 .3 .4.2-3 .3 . 1 3 .4.4 3 .4 . 1 3 . 1 . 1  
E Mp14 
G On the second day, after they worked in their gardens, it was time to cook the midday 

meal, so they ordered Red Ant. . .  

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

ka 
ka 
and 
3 .4 . 5  

onae 
# onae # 

SG3 
3 . 3 . 1 . 1  

mbo'u lako 
mbo'u # -umJ-Iako # 
again -INT-go 
3 .4.4 5 . 1 2  

Mp 15  

A nde mo ' ahi onae iponahu. 

monahu 
PoN-nahu 
G.TR-cook 
5 . 1 4  
Mp l 7-Mpl 

B nde # mo- 'ahi # onae # i-PoN-nahu # 
C because QL-sweet SG3 SG3.SB-G.TR-cook 
D 3 .4 . 5  5 .4 3 .3 . 1 . 1  4 .3 .4. 1 -5 . 14  
E Mpl 6-Mp l 

# 

G . . .  so that he would be the one to go and cook because his cooking was delicious. 

A Mansano 
B mansa-no 
C directly-SG3.PS 
D 3 .4 . 3-4 .3 .4.4 

# 
lumako i 
-umJ-Iako # i # 
-INT-go PNM 
5 . 1 2-3 .4. 1 

F 4.3 .4.4 (adverb + PR.ST4 = conjunction) 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

monahu ka 
PoN-nahu # ka # 
G. TR -cook and 
5 . 1 4  3 .4 .5  
Mp1 7  

ite 'emekio 
i-um2-<te-<'eme>-hi>-o 
SG3 .SB-SP.TR-<DE-<urinate>-LS>-SG3.DO 
4 .3 .4. 1 -7 .2 .5-7.2 .2 .3-3 . 1 . 1 -7 .2 .5-4. 3 .4 .2 
Mp 14 

Ddldoli 
Ddldoli # 
Red.Ant 
3 . 1 . 1  

mbo 'u 
# mbo 'u # 

. again 
3 .4 .4 



A inahuno. 
B inahu-no # 
C vegetable-SG3.PS 
1) 7 .2 .2 .3-4 .3 .4.4 
F 3 . 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 
G After Red Ant went to cook, he then urinated on the vegetables again. 

Ka i 'amba moboi 'ira i A 
B 
C 
1) 

ka # 
and 
3 .4 .5  

i- 'amba 
SG3.SB-initially.then 
4 .3 .4. 1 -3 .4 .3  

# -umj-Po-boi- 'ira # i 

E 

A Tumamparo 
B maka-N-<ma-paro> # 

-SP.TR-CA-call-PL3.1)O 
7.2 .4 .2-5 . 1 5 -4 .3 .4.2 
Mp13-Mp 1 7  

C EC.1)S-LK-<IS-hoarse>:Mudwasp 
1) 7 .2 .3 .2-5 . 5  

PNM 
3 .4. 1 

# 

E 7.2.3.2 (allomorph tuma-N- conditioned by V-stem)-7.2.3.2 (ma � 0) 
F 3. 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 

A 
B 
C 
1) 

i 
i 
PNM 
3 .4 . 1 

Uho 
# Uho 

Water.Snail 
3 . 1 . 1  

nde motahaomo. 
# nde # mo-taha-o-mo # 

because QL-ripe-SG3.SB-EM.NF 
3 .4 .5  5 .4-4 .3 .4 .2-3 .3 . 1  

G And then he called Mudwasp and Water Snail because (the meal) was ready. 

A Ka dohawe 
B ka # do-hawe # 
C and 1)U3.SB-arrive 
1) 3 .4 . 5  4 .3 .4 . 1 -5 . 1 
E 
G After they arrived, they ate. 

A Dopotae: 
B do-Pe2-tae # 
C 1)U 3.SB-INT-say 
1) 4 .3 .4 . 1 -5 . 1 0  

ka27 dompoI)kaa. 
ka # do-meN-PoN-kaa # 
and PL3.SB-PL-G.TR-eat 
3 .4 .5  4 .3 .4. 1 -4. 3 . 1 -5 .9  

Mpl -Mp l 6-Mpl 

E Mp 1 6-5 . 10 (allomorph Po- conditioned by V-stem) 4.3.4.2 ( -0 � 0) 

A 
B 
C 
1) 

"Mo 'ahi 
mo- 'ahi-o # 
QL-sweet-SG3.SB 
5 .4-4 .3 .4 .2  

ntu 'u 
ntu 'u # 
very.much 
3 .4.2 

27 Ka . . .  ka  . . . i s  best translated in English as • After (dependent c1ause) . . .  ,(main clause) . . .  ' . 
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A 
B 
C 
D 
F 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

inahuni DoJIdoli. 
inahu-no # i # DoJIdoli # 
vegetable-SG3.PS PNM Red.Ant 

7 .2 .2 .3 -4 .3 .4.4 3 .4. 1 3 . 1 . 1  
3. 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 

Onae mpiha monahuakita ". 
onae # mpiha # PoN-nahu-akita # 
SG3 continuously G.TR-cook-PL 1 INC.IO 

3 . 3 . 1 .6 3 .4 .4 5 . 1 4-4.3 .4 .3  
Mp1 7-Mpl 

They said: "Red Ant's vegetables are very tasty". 

Mansado 
mansa-do 
directly-PL3.PS 
3 .4.3-4.3 .4.4 

melako 
# meN-umJ-Iako # 

PL-INT-go 
4.3. 1 -5 . 1 2  
Mpl -Mp 1 3  

4.3.4.4 (adverb + PR.ST4 = conjunction) 

mpoboJlde, ka iwoIJi ka dompekule 
meN-Pe2-< boJlde> # ka # i-woIJi # ka # do-meN-PeJ-kule # 
PL-INT-<garden> and SG3.SB-dark and PL3.SB-PL-RF-retum 
4 . 3 . 1 -7 .2 .2 .3-3 . 1 . 1  3 .4 .5  4 .3 .4 . 1 -5 . 1  3 .4 .5  4 .3 .4. 1 -4 .3 . 1 -5 . 9  
Mp 1-Mp 1 6  Mpl -Mp16 
After they went and worked in  their garden, after a while i t  became dark and they went 
home. 

Meeneomo 
meene-o-mo 
dayJight-SG3.SB-EM.NF 
5 . 1 -4 .3 .4.2-3.3 . 1 

melako 'iramo 
# meN-umJ-Iako- 'ira-mo # 

PL-INT -go-PL3.SB-EM.NF 
4.3 . 1 -5 . 1 2-4. 3 .4 .2-3 .3 . 1 
Mpl -Mp14 

When it was light, they went again and worked in their gardens. 

Ko 'otolu oleonomo 
kOJ-<koJ-tolu> # oleo-no-mo 
OR -<CR -three> day-SG3.PS-EM.NF 
7 .2 .2 .2-5 .3  3 . 1 . 1 -4 .3 .4.4-3 .3 . 1  
5 .3 (allomorph -0 conditioned by V-root) 
4.3.4.4 (V-stem + PR.ST4 = adverbial phrase) 

dompoboJlde. 
do-meN-Pe2-< boJlde> 
PL3 .SB-PL-INT -<garden> 
4.3.4. 1 -4 .3 . 1 -7.2.2.3-3 . 1 . 1  

# 
ka 
ka # 
and 
3 .4 .5  

Tempo 
# tempo # 

time 
3 . 1 . 1  

Mp 1 -Mp 1 6-7.2.2.3 (allomorph Po- conditioned by V-stem) 



A monahuntolJa 'oleo 
B <PoN-nahu>-N-« tolJa>-N-<' oleo» 
C <G.TR-coob-LK-« middle>-LK-<day» 
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D 5 . 1 4-6. 1 .2-3. 1 . 1 -6.2.2-3. 1 . 1 -7.2. 1 (DV-base without DV-affix) 
E MpI 7-Mp l -Mpl -Mp l 

dotenaomo i Ddldoli A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

do-um2- tena-o-mo 
PL3.SB-SP.TR-order-SG3.DO-EM.NF 
4.3 .4. 1 -5 . 1 4-4. 3 .4.2-3 .3 . 1 

# i 
PNM 
3 .4 . 1 

# Ddldoli # 
Red. Ant 
3 . 1 . 1  

Mp14 

A ka ipekule monahuako 'ira. 
B ka # i-Pej -kule # PoN-nahu-ako 'ira # 
C and SG3.SB-RF-return G.TR-cook-PL3.I0 
D 3.4.5 4 .3 .4. 1 -5 .9 5 . 1 4-4.3 .4.3 
E Mp1 6  Mp17-Mp1 
G On the third day they worked in the garden. When the time came to cook the midday 

meal, they ordered Red Ant to go home and cook for them. 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

Mansano 
mansa-no 
directly-SG3.PS 
3 .4 .3-4.3 .4.4 

mekule 
# Pej-kule # 

RF-return 
5 .9 
Mp17 

4.3 .4.4 (adverb + PR.ST4 = conjunction) 

i Ddldoli 
i # Ddldoli # 
PNM Red.Ant 
3 .4. 1 3 . 1 . 1  

A monahuako 'ira, melele awiwino kuro. 
B PoN-nahu-ako 'ira # Pe2-lele-o # aN-wiwi-no # kuro # 
C G.TR-cook-PL3.I0 INT-creep-SG3.SB LP-lip-SG3.PS pot 
D 5 . 1 4-4.3.4.3 5 . 1 0-4.3.4.2 4.4. 1 -3 . 1 . 1 -4.3 .4.4 3 . 1 . 1  
E Mp l -Mp l 7  Mp I 7-4.3.4.2 (-o => 0 )  Mpl 
G After Red Ant went home to cook for them, he crept up onto the edge of the pot. 

A 
B 
C 
D 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 

Ta tume ' emekiako ' ira mbo 'u 
ta # um2-< te-<'eme>-hi>-ako 'ira # mbo 'u # 
SG3.F SP.TR-<DE-<urinate>-LS>-PL3.I0 again 
3 . 3 . 1 .6 7 .2 .5 -7 .2 .2 .3-3 . 1 . 1 -7.2.5-4.3 .4.3 3 .4.4 

inahuno 
inahu-no # 
vegetable-SG3.PS 
7 .2 .2 .3-4.3.4.4 

3 . 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 

tedonta 
te-donta-o # 
UID-fall-SG3.SB 
5 . 8-4.3.4.2 
4.3.4.2 -( -0 => 0) 

maate. 
mate-o # 
die-SG3.SB 
5 . 1 -4.3 .4.2 
Mp5-4.3.4.2 (-0 => 0) 

He was going to urinate on the vegetables again, but he fell (in the pot) and died. 
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A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

Ka 
ka # 
and 
3 .4 .5  

dopo 'ia i 
do-Pe2- 'ia # i # 
PL3.SB-INT -reside PNM 
4 .3 .4. 1 -5 . 1 0  3 .4. 1 
Mp 16  

A Tumamparo i 
B maka-N-<ma-paro> # i # 
C EC.DS-LK-<IS-hoarse>:Mudwasp PNM 
D 7.2 .3 .2-5.5 3 .4 . 1 

7.2.3.2 (allomorph tuma-N- conditioned by V-stem)-7.2.3.2 (ma => 0) 
F 3 . 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 

A Uho sumisikorio ba ibooli 'ira. 
B Uho # MR-< um2-sikori>-o # ba # i-um2-booli- 'ira 
C Water.Snail CT-<SP.TR-wait>-SG3.DO if SG3.SB-SP.TR-call-PL3.DO 
D 3 . 1 . 1  7 .2 .2 . 1 -5 . 1 4-4.3 .4.2 3 .4 .5  4 .3 .4 . 1 -5 . 1 4-4.3 .4 .2  
E Mp 14 
G In the meantime Mudwasp and Water Snail were staying in their garden waiting for 

him to call them. 

Namihori booli 'ira. Ndi 'iramo A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

namo # 
not. again 
3 .4 . 2  
Mpl O  

i-hori # -um2-booli- 'ira # 
SG3.SB-ever -SP.TR-call-PL3.DO 

ndi- 'ira-mo # 
non-recurring-PL3.SB-EM.NF 
3.4 .3-4 .3 .4.2-3 . 3 . 1 

A mekule. 

3 .4. 1 -3 .4 .3  5 . 1 4-4. 3 .4.2 
Mp13  

B Pe]-kule # 
C RF-return 
D 5 .9  
E Mp1 7  
G But he never called for them again. (So) they went home. 

A Hawe 'ira 
B hawe- 'ira # 
C arrive-DU3.SB 
D 5 . 1 -4 .3 .4 .2  
E 

nahi rau. 

iraha 
i-raha 
LP-house 
4.3 . 1 -3 . 1 . 1  

nahi # i-arau # 
not SG3.SB-there 
3 .4 .2  4 .3 .4 . 1 -3 .3 . 2  

Mpl O-Mpl 2  

ka 
# ka # 

and 
3 .4 .5 

dO 'ugkeo, 
do-um2- ugke-o # 
DU3.SB-SP.TR-Iook.for-SG3.DO 
4 .3 .4 . 1 -5 . 1 4-4.3.4.2 
Mp14 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G When they arrived home and looked for him, he wasn't there. 



A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

Mansado 
mansa-do 
directly-DU3.PS 
3 .4 .3-4 . 3 .4.4 

kumitao 
# -um2-kita-o 

-SP.TR-see-SG3.DO 
5 . 1 4-4 . 3 .4.2 

4.3 .4.4 (adverb + PR.ST4 = conjunction) 

# 
kuro 'inahu, 
<kuro>-N-<'inahu> # 
<pot>-LK -<vegetable> 
3. 1 . 1 -6.2.2-3. 1 . 1  
Mpl 

louomo i A Dondoli ilarono 
lou-o-mo # i # B Dondoli # i-Iaro-no # 
down.there-SG3.SB-EM.NF PNM C Red. Ant LP-inside-SG3.PS 
3 . 3 .2-4.3 .4.2-3 . 3 . 1 3 .4. 1 D 3 . 1 . 1  4.4. 1 - 3 . 1 . 1 -4 .3 .4.4 

A kuro 'inahu maate. 
B <kuro>-N-<'inahu> # mate-o # 
C <pot>-LK-<vegetable> die-SG3.SB 
D 3 . 1 . 1 -6.2.2-3. 1 . 1  5 . 1 -4.3 .4.2 
E Mpl Mp5-4.3 .4.2 ( -0 � 0) 
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G Once they saw the vegetable pot, there was Red Ant, down inside the (vegetable) pot, 
dead. 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

Menese 'iramo. 
Pe2-nese- 'ira-mo 
INT -cry-DU3.SB-EM.NF 
5 . 1 0-4.3 .4.2-3 . 3 . 1 · 
Mp17 

Uho nuruno, 

l'antai 
# i-um2- 'anta-o 

SG3.SB-SP.TR-force.out-SG3.DO 
4 .3 .4. 1 -5 . 1 4-4.3 .4.2 
Mp14 

te 'anta 

# i # 
PNM 
3.4. 1 
Mpl O  

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

Uho # nuru-no # te-<PoN- 'anta>-o # 
Water.Snail mucus-SG3.PS 
3 . 1 . 1  3 . 1 . 1 -4.3 .4.4 

A ihino, maate. 
B ihi-no # mate-o # 
C filling-SG3.PS die-SG3.SB 
D 3 . 1 . 1 -4 .3 .4.4 5 . 1 -4 .3 .4.2 

UID-<G.TR-force.out>-SG3.SB 
7.2.2.3-5 . 14-4.3 .4.2 
7.2.2.3 (PoN- � 0)-4.3 .4.2 (-0 � 0) 

E Mp5-4.3.4.2 ( -0 � 0) 
G They began to cry. While Water Snail was trying to blow the mucus from his nose, he 

accidentally blew his whole body out (of its shell) and died. 

A l'alao i 
B i-um2- 'aJa-o # i # 
C SG3.SB-SP.TR-take-SG3.DO PNM 
D 4.3 .4.2-5 . 1 4-4.3 .4.2 3 .4 . 1 
E Mp14 
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A Tumamparo 
B maka-N-<ma-paro> # 
C EC.DS-LK-<IS-hoarse>:Mudwasp 
D 7 .2. 3 .2-5 . 5  
E 7.2.3.2 (allomorph tuma-N- conditioned by V-stem)-7.2.3.2 (ma � 0) 
F 3. 1 .2 (V-base = NP) 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

tampi 'owuno 
<tampi>-N-<'owu>-no # 
<tie>-LK-<machete>-SG3.PS 
3 . 1 . 1 -6 .2 .2-3 . 1 . 1 -4 .3 .4.4 
Mp1 

ipeeo, 

ka 
ka # 
and 
3 .4 .5  

te 'opu A 
B 
C 
D 
E 

i-um2-pee-o # 
SG3 .SB-SP.TR-draw.tight-SG3.DO 
4 .3 .4. 1 -5 . 1 4-4.3 .4.2 

te-<PoN- 'opu>-o # 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
G 

UID-<G.TR-snap.off>-SG3.SB 
7 .2 .2 .3-5 . 14-4 . 3 .4 .2 

Mp14 7.2.2.2 (PoN- � 0)-4.3.4.2 ( -0 � 0) 

tovano, 
tova-no 
rniddle-SG3.PS 
3 . 1 . 1 -4 .3 .4.4 

maate. 
# mate-o # 

die-SG3.SB 
5 . 1 -4 .3 .4.2 
Mp5-4.3 .4.2( -0 � 0) 

While Mudwasp got his machete belt and drew it tightly around him, his waist 
accidentally snapped in two and he died. 

Tampula.28 

tampula-o # 
finished-SG3.SB 
5 . 1 -4 .3 .4 .2  

Namihina mbo 'u medulu. 
namo # i-hina # mbo 'u # Pe]-dulu 
not.again SG3.SB-exist again RC-reciprocate 
3 .4 .2  4 .3 .4 . 1 -5 . 1 3 .4.4 5 . 9  
Mp 10 Mp 17 

# 

That's the end. There isn't anyone left to take turns working in each other's garden. 

Memate 'iramo 
meN-mate 'ira-mo 
PL-die-PL3 .SB-EM.NF 
4 .3 . 1 - 5 . 1 -4 .3 .4.2-3 . 3 . 1 
Mp1 
They all died. 

luwu. 
# luwu # 

all 
3 .4 .2  

2 8 The prefix la-N- of -tampula 'finished' is no longer separable from the stem -pula. 
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